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Tophe en it js too late, that they 
had .* t, and ſubmitted, 
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evil days „ mz; hoy 
ery. Precept of the Goſpel will then ſeem 
.to them.z how all Pretenees of — . 
bility will. vaniſh, 


nee; thar it was eafier to 


dees in ebeir Sinful Pleaſures,” and ealjer to | 
b their He Far eden fi ſuch 
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God, 1 1475 Judgments are un 
and thy ways paſt finding out 1 Who « art. 
12 41 well as e and haſt ordained a 
ngeon for Rebels, as well as a Paradiſe for 
the E 4 . 15 really to overwhelm 
me, when Ireſtecł on the eternal miſeries of the 
Damned! when I think on the nnquenchable 
„ and on the-Worm that dies mot, how 
ou 1 tremble at tbe ſins that lead nen o 
tboſe torments! As eye hath not ſeen, ant ear 
hath wot heard, and "the heart of man cannot 
conceive the j joys © Heaven, fo 5 I muſt judge. 
of theſe fanned miſeries too. O dreadfull day, 
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b when God ſhall take vengeance' of his Ene= & 
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mics ! when not only all the Pain and Anguiſh . 


that mankind ped here, ſhall there be pour» 7 
ed out on finners, but fur greater . How | 
unable am I to endure here the aking of 4 „ 


Tooth, the torments of the Gout, the Ly on Fr 3 
of the Stone, the fire of a Fever, the raging | 
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— believing it, 


, nogeſt, ws 
7 14 Bere 3 
ance will come with: « and nat an 
the pain of 4 ſingle Bene will be imſlicted, 
but all pains togetber will meet in the mi ſera- 
A 
m' wreie an- 4 wer 
ſures turn into Gall and Wornmwoed !. And 
vet how regardleſs of theſ miſeries does — 4 
kind live ! How little are they ſrigbted with 
this Fire | How little. are then Adee with 
| #b5s approaching Woe ! O my gravious Lord ! 
e we not to fall aſleep with the fooliſß Vir- 
ging, while the day doth lat; while 1 have 
time to work, while I am om this fide Eterni- 
% let me dread theſe terronrs; and the cauſes 
=; « When-ever I am tempted to offend thee, 
let theſe Torments check mine inordingte de- 
ee! 0 let me conſider how (hort the pleaſure 
aud how lang the bitterneſs it ends in | 


* Strely ſia, x let the diſobedieat know one 
day how odious ſin is in thy fight, and how 


dangerous it was to patience ! O give 
a Soul no reſt till I outs believe all this, 
ape the wrath ta ql, 


out Jeſus Cir ar L . 
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J Reas God, whoſe excellency is over Iſrael, 
whale hrewath bs. imither W who art 
terrible out of thy holy places, who \ baſt 4 
Why Voice, 4 Voice th will one da 1 
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J Ness Oraver, and to appear before thy 
4 What confuſion will the wick- 
us = eleſs World he iu, when tho ſhalt 
with indignation ſend them away into the fire, 
prepared for the Devil and bir Angels ! where. 
they muſt be for ever deprived of hy Favors, . 
and want thy gracious Influences ; where their 
fancy will be eternally 0 with hideows 
and ' orftrous ſhaper, where their Paſſions will 


be in 4 perpetual uproar, where the remem- 
brance 8 their farmer Mercies will continually 


ing them, where their Reaſon will be their 


| bent their Conſcience, their Executio- 
ner, amd yet unable fo make an end of them, 

where their Souls will be everlaſtingly torz 
| ay fs and diſcontent, where God will be 


2100 not he able 10 entertain one kind thought 


of their } 
the troubled e when it cannot reſt, and eter- 
wal darkneſs” and gl oomineſs. make their eſtate 
moſt uncomfortable, where 10 Creature pities 
them, and; n» Man, no Angel, no Devil af- 
fords hem any conſolation O God ! can 1 


Tove my ſelf, "and not endeavour to prevent . ; 


this mit cable condition? O call to me, * 
me think of it, convince me it. Cure my 
blindneſs. . Let Hell be the greateſt objett 2} 

any fear. - Let me not fear Poverty, Contempt, 
e ſs, ” BYjts, or the unkindneſs of Men, 3 
wn We” as this horrible "—_ O let me not 
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Ft their A and their Minds 
ge; where their Souls will be like 
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rain 
it, that I may never feel it. Let not the 
World drown my thqughts of it. Let not my 
Luſts put it out of my mind. Let not the De- 
wil perſwade me that I am in no danger. I 
an in danger, O let me ſee it, and run away. 
Lord ] here cut, burn, torture, aud ali 
me, ſo thou wilt hut make we happy for ever. 
N lei the King of Heaven bear me when 1 
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On Friday, we may caſt our eyes upon 
the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt, how he 

was Mock'd, Derided, Crown'd with Thorns, 
and Crucified, to purchaſe an Eternal Re- 
5 demption for us: What a wonderfull Love 
\ it was to ſuffer all this for Enemies, that 


they might be reconciled to God, and be- 
9 come his Friends. What a dreadful! ſpe- 
Aacle it was, to ſee Infinite Majeſty Anni- 
_ hilated, Infinite Beauty Defaced, Infinite 
Happineſs Tormented, and Eternity Dying, 
and dropjng into the Grave: What Pati- 
ence, what Meekneſs, what Submiſſion, 
what Gentleneſs he expręſſed under all thoſe 
Faure to ſhew us an Example, and to ob- 
lige us to follow his ſteps. How heavy the 
bürthen of our Sins was, that could make 
the Son of God cry, gut, My God, ½ God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? What a mighty 
Nee that Love is, to Loyę him Fer A ; 
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„that ri — this — and yet will 
not be perſwaded by it to obey: 
form to Chrifts Wille How Myſteriops ch "= 
Love is, that the Sinner hould. tranſgre 1 
and the Righteous be Puniſhed for him 8 
That the Innocent ſhould ſaffer for the No — 
cent, the Judge for the Malefactor, the Ma. 

ſter for the Servant, God for Man? What 


eri it muſt be, to trample on te of 
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again, or to make li ght of Salvation, when _ 


God hath Purchaſed. it at ſo dear a fate; 
how hy bis Death we live, by his Stripes 

we arg heal d, by his Wounds we are: cu» 1 
red, by his Reproaches we are advanced to 
Glory, and by his heing made a Curſe for us 
ye eſcape the Curſe of the Law; How, aft 
ter ſo much Charity, we haye all theirea- . - ñ᷑ẽäk] 
ton in the World to-prize him, and to count 4 

all things droſs and dung in compariſon of 
him; to 5 delt ht in him, to love him; to 
prefer bim before the World, and to med 

the Lamb, vhetherſoever he goes. 


think himſelf obliged to Addreſs to the 
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I 


i WWW S X 4 
WT I TION TIN 9 5 muy 
ERA 5 CFF 


2 prop Pg, 


OED „ 


a my. W 712 and 


art. that innocent, 2 


a 


* ; * 22 . 4 
* = - 2234 -% 4 18. 
} n 

N + $65 Px 23 « 
) r 


+ imm, 
remis, and ane 
fo 'tho Seite. nk 


Ver to ** We # flence, than praiſed with 


imperfetF expreſſions !' 2 freely didſt "thoy 
part "with thy blood to ſive my Gifs, and to 
| procure my ſufety ! | Never was 2s Blood ſpili ap- 
on ſuch an account : or if Fherk were, never 
wer ſuch pretions Blood ſpilt as thine was, 
Blood which drives away Devils, invites An- | 
gels," deanſes Souls, purifier the the Tabernaile, 
/ waſhes the whole World, and opens, the Gate 
of Heaven! Who ban be'ſo irreligious as not 
to be pricbed at the heart with the thoughts 64 
thy Paſſion? Who tun be ſo arrogant, or prou 
as not to be humbleu wirß 17555 e Who f 
> cholerich, as not to be melte peeehneſs 
with the- contemplat3 recs” ry ere 
as not to' be tempted to ſelf denial with this 
ſpeckuele ! O let thy Crofs bare that effect up- 
en me, that 1 nu cruci erucifie my Fleſh with all | 
its Laſts and Paſſions f* 125 thy Charity to 
thine Enemies prevail with tt "bp do good to 
#hem that hate me. "Let thy atrence under 
Reproaches oblige me to be Aalen uncler Ca- 
Inmmies. Let thy Love to my Soul wound my 
Heart, that I may long for thee, breath = 
thee, 'as my treatef comfort)” think of nothing 
f much 17 of thee, LY. moth ing fo muth as 
the, delight 3 ire nothing ſo much 4 in thee, Yor 
16 1 


ations thy Croſe Ha pojenit were” 
 effeFual _ 9 
is: fend an 4 


of ſplendid Palaces," are 4 
| Tres o which thy ſacred. Body was 
ſtretched out. How ſhall Sin reign" any 
in my body after ſuch Compaſſion ! Shall not 
"on 2 1 Mer 8 Friis 
i mee thee any more, 


7 — d me up quick, 
See, fo 5 diſpleaſed at u, h. 
cameſt to my reſcue, and 
periſh by their fury. I can plead 
Gr, and the N and Raby; 
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Cbri iſtiam cam i evi Deity * 455 0 
let the World be for ever t d to me," and 
ane _—_ wap 0 Let ave not be afraid W- 


2 my Lord and Miſter hath en 
"ach f — Tops to ſhare in the 
Glories of thy __ " let me not be aſhamed 
Jo bear thy Croſs. - _ who art +4 
Guide to the a 4 W, fot Soul, 
a Staff to the Lame, is Comforter to the Poor, 
Harbour to the toſſed with Tempeſts,''a us 
ſellour to the Perplexed, MWiſdom to the = 
tifh, the Glory of Martyrs, the Joy: - 
gelt, the Foundation of the Church, 2 
Gries of the Sick, Meat tb the Hungry ; Drink 
#0 the Thirſty, Clothes to the Naled, 'be thou 
(all this to me, and let thy Croſs \ ſupply all my 
- Wants, and in this let me-glory and rejoyce 
day and night, that being im ſome meaſure Cru- 
ified with, thee bere, 1 1 * enge with 
w_ nen —_— 
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On Sed we may le our Sins before 
us, when, and where, and how often, and 
how long, .avd how wilfully we have rebel- 
led againſt our beſt and greateſt Friend; 
What Light we have reſiſted; What moti- 
ons of God's Spirit we have ſlighted; What 
Checks of Coiſcierice, and convictions we 
have ſmothered '; W hat Exhortations, and 
Admonitions, wh have baffld; What we 
Have done againſt the Firſt T ale; 3 What a- 
Wen the Second 3 6 God, 2 

What 
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miſpent bur time, and trifled away our pre- 
cioms hours; Ho vile, how. wretched; how 
odious fin makes us in the ſight of God 3 
How we are cheated by it; How it flatters 
us into deſtruction; How, like a\cunning 
Merchant, it fells us Traſh for Gold, Pebles 
for Pearls, and drops of Gall for Wine and 
Milk ; Ho bitter it is in its farewell; How 
it hardens the Heart, ſears the Conſcience, 
beguiles us of our great Reward, repreſents 
things to us under falſe colours; How it a» 
lienates the Mind from God How. averſe 
it makes us from the ways of God; What 
ingratitude it is; Ho deſtructive it is; 
What hurt it hath done to Sodom, to Jeru- 
alem, to Cain, to Judas, to Diver, and to 
innumerable Millions of Men, that would 
take no warning ; How burthenſome it will 
de to the Soul at laſt, how contrary it is to 
the Divine Nature, how loathſome to An- 
gels, how odious to a holy Soul; what 
ry Magdalen, the Puhliuan, and others; 
Whathowling, what terrour, what anguiſh, 
what ſhtieks it will eauſe in the B | 
Lake ; ho eaſily t heſe terrours may be pre- 
vented now by a ſerious repentance, and 
how much better it is to abandon, and un- 
dervalue the pleaſures, and proſits of the 
World now, than ſmart for theſe tranſitory 
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1 . And: he will foon find, What 
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by departing from 
limeread unto ae [ AY + 
1 — e 14 
flaud amazed Patience, 
1 yet on thit de Bell 1 bat ingra- 
titule 3 Prey 2 22747 
ant the 4 „ mie 


„— ith ſh 
ing 85 bas PF: might. not | able to: A 


ber any of my ſins withoud hotrour! How have 
thy Wiſdom by W = fd 
_. wiſer than: my. and «pproving' that 
which thy Wiſdom! bath . foll 
and; brine! What fruit had I . 
hings whbereef Jam now d: 
—— 
* eronus- is, an 
tem! he have e par 
di by this. Viper, have cried 
that they: have been cheated aud murthe- 
red! I would not believe, till, I fond death 
dot and hy wol errperi ence! 
All the fair promiſes 


| to. remove my." y 
there, jr? let 1 dome mea the 
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Len bath it abe er Un- 
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2 


. | ; Pe * 
ch rm — 


Ma ry [fk has wa TY OT ES 
EY, $ : 1 Cy 
bee N 


* 


= thy Preceptt, and as tb of ha oft; 

_ Fenance ! O the muny idle, fol, laſci- 
Or0ns, ridichl ous, cen ſorious Words, Seacher 
oe. and  Anſwore," that 1 3 = 

How little" reger Bave I had to 
8 thy Name, thy. Word, thy Ordinans 
7 to the duty of Prayer,” and to the Myni- 
ry! ＋ E W in hearing thy brd, 
how cold in Prayers, bom negligent in 

the duties of. my reſpective Relations babe 1 
been! What — — dee viſbmeſe, impati- 
ence, touchineſ: What envy, hatred, paſſcon, 
feeret grudges have I harboured in my Boſom ! 
** Bat impure, 1 unclean, —— 

107 ooh” bres n 1 r- 


2 — 
* — Auer e allowed my ſelf in 
diſcomentedneſs, and been a Coward in thy 
| ſervice! O my God / I renounce all theſe 
ſwarms of ſin, * 5 beg thy Illumination, 4 
Wftance; Power, Grace, and Influence againſt 
#hem | Come, Lord ] Come into this Soul of & 
mine, and ere? thy Throne in my | 
When-ever I am tempted for the future, =o. 
fer, I ave a Chriſtian, I am not mine own, I 
as bought with « price, de 
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1 and — — ie cannot be ſurs' 
priz'dinto-a Lethargy. The fooliſ V. 
ging, Mesh. 25. neglected theſe Medi. 
ons, and that made them ſlumber and ſſe p? 
Sach daily Meditations keep the Sout in res N 
dineſs to obey her Great Maſter's 
caſe he ſhould ſummon Her to Jud 
Theſe feed und — — as NP 
Meat and Drink doth-the 
ſupported, it grows ſtrong, 
— the ſelicity ol 
Chtiſtians Is youỹ Reaſon 2 aer r 
no N If ie be not, then it is no gift of God e 
if no gifriof Gd, why do you than him, 
hy do ſe hich for it? If it be, Stach. 3g, 
| his own . 7 


of it in the laſt 
Ar6'yed capable of thinking of ſacty 
«et Sr} a 25 things 
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1 E theſe; jw aeg e 
vos, whether you have made that ne of. 
1 yout Reaſon which he intended it for? 
Shall you give an account of your Riches, 
and Honour, and Time, and Opportunities, 
and Liberty, and give no vour 
Reaſon? Will it ſerve turn, do you. think 
to ſay, That you have employ d it about 
the World ? Is the World a fit Obje@to en 
groſs ſo noble a Faculty ? Shall che mean- 
OY . thing, which is no more hut Droſs and 
Dung in the ſight of God, employ that 
Power which is capable of fixing, upon 
"7 Wo the Nobleſt Being? Would you have the 
| - Almighty ſo unwiſe, or weak, or improvi- 
dent, as not to demand of you an zecount 
b of his Goods, what you have done with 
them. whether you have traded with them, 
whether you have been active in your Ma- 
ſter's Buſineſs Tour Reaſon was given you 
to trade with it for Heaven ; it was given 
you to help you to ſteer your Veſſel ſteddi- 
ly tbrough the boiſterous Sea of this World, 
"=. tal you come to the promiſed a 0 
| "mn arrive at the Shore of Eternity. z. 2nd; wall 
1 vou make no-: other uſe of it, but think 
1 how ydur Luſts may be gratiſied how your 


— — — — —— — - ” ——— 
—ů —-—— — — Emer rr eget rs oe ee 
— = oy BUY - : — EAI II 


— 


| 
U 
| 
f 
| 

i 


' outward Nan may live, in Mirth and 
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d ernal eaſe may be advanced, and hom "fol 


nom increaſe eee 11 will not 
5 __ * 


be enlig jghrned) if you if \ — make ufe 
this Candle? Ho can you but ſit in dar 
neſs, if you refuſe this Torch of Heaven] 
* 2 would teach you by'this tie 
inſtract you, by this he would co. 
Himfelf to you but if you will 
not, whoſe fault is it?-!whom-can'you 
blame? how inexcuſable do you make you 
ſelves? This would clarifie your Souls 
drive away the Miſts and Clouds, that dwell 
upon-your Reaſon : but if you oV Dark 
neſs better: than Light, no marvel, if ; 
Deeds be evil. It is with your Souls in this 
eile, us it is With your Bodies, ſhut your 
Eyes; und you cannot ſes, ſo bete) kb 
out ſuch Meditations: as hefe, anf 
not percei v the things of God, they be 
foolithiefaants you, ret tart anne 
ceive them for ws: Are 
ceru d. Horn OTE V. "4 
be Werne one vnde ed eser 
the future, wn you tollet in e 
Meditations into your" finds, Pervency 
does not come fre 
ſome” root; ſome foundation, ſome\ 
ſome ackion to- — it uad 


| Eon ſhake: With cold Is 
muſt make the ways of God eaſie to 
you; it's This, muſt make! them tpleaſant, 
ſweet, and amiable: This gives them Ct 

ot Father. diſcovers them ; This rows: the 
way with Pearls; and ſhining tones which 
make the 9 — Une withile, and thus 


hon Tos e id devi ne 15 
Tiles, 2400 eee by ſearching 
be found. a abe haſt made ane 4 rats- 
. and given n | 
fei#s doſt thow ſet mk 
_ Vight,. and: _ 3 
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1 Sumbring Soul; Encauregerit to fix: upon 

| Edequate ObjeG& ro! My Soul i . Spirit, Oles 
eight Er ats mature. 
* ty Mind mil de bufie: abqwt 
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ben: "Were 


they degr end reclons't9 ut 
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you may ſin in fodliſn jeſtings, and jecring 
one angther ; but im diſcopriuigof! heaven- 
ly: thirigs you oft aft; ou ard in: God's 
. wayy Bod walks with you, bears yoh com- 
pany; and the Enemy: wy your Souls will 
deſpair of eee 5 vou ſhun 
the hccaſions of evil, and you prepare your 
ſelves to quench the fiery Darts of the De- 
vie hereby yon may do good to others, 
comfort; your Neighbours, ſupport your 
Feltow-Chriſtians:; and in ſuch! Conferen- 
des a word 1 vou, as may keep 
thoſe, you diſcourſe; with, from deſpair, 
gude which may be an encouragement to 
F them, as {org as they: live. It | 


A 


1 $i bee desen (thay: - + 00k a 
under Deniny his] Perſecutiong who: being by . j. 
force tied upon a Down bed in a ROOm 
made for Pride and Luxury: and ſollicited to 
— a Harlot, ſent to him by tho 
Jovertiour,, dan purpoſt to provoke him to 
ſin, bit his —.— to pieces, that the ſmart 
and pain might drowi all ſenſe of Voluptas | 
ouſueſa and fo ſpit it iwthe-Hatlot's face 
But here we require no ſuch ſeverity ; but 
all that ivoxpetied Tn. vou in this Exer- 
ciſe; is td 2 gutes from evil; and 
your Lipo fn ſpeaking gat, — to ſpeak of - 
the Glorious God's Majeliy, and 
of 2 Wondrons Works, to utter abun- 
dantly the Memory of —_ Ono 
and to declare his Righ Tbe ve-Stob.Serm 
ry HeatheniHave ſeen the — of "mand e 
Exerciſes therefore they ſhall be your Jud 0 
ges in the laſt day ; and IuOν not 
to expreſs their ſence of this Bay these 
hon by ſetting down the words of the ſo- 
ber Eyictetut : Preſcribe iy uf « Rule, fairly gpiges, 
he. e r vbſerve,” when thou 1 gre . 
by 'abyi fel, er in compuny with othery! 2 4 by 
Rather be len, or let. the'things thou ſpent * 7 
of,” be neceſſas an er When than ee "oY 
Fa ralk not of bis undd trivial big af wm ne $60. . 
1 re ling , Meal" 1 J, OY 'Fencers,, or Swords, DE 222 1 i A | Y 
eat, \ ar Dot, —_— end thy tie 2 KN 1270 5 We 
Nel. bfr May Bee ot ohy 4%, 
—_— Cy noble; alice, grave a 


feriui s 


7125 "frog tt TIE 515 
But Examples oficien of o ede. 
gion, may be more ꝓrevailing, Thus Nic 


Iu 1.1 * 


ted one another, their care ad, to put one 
another in mind of the: Words and Actions 
of their Great Redeemer, what he did, and 
what he ptomiſed, and what! he-ſuffered's 
how kind he vas; toi this Blind" Man, how: 
farburable to that Leper, how loving to 
the Lame, hom eompaſſionate to the Blind; 
f how gracious to his Erimies, how free and 
communieatiye te bis Friends; what pity: 


de expreſſed o 


Hs Toros his Accnſers, how patient before 


| hb he ram:to/kiGthe Pe. 
. 5 how ahbe pt over the obſtinate 
1 e Jens, and hom herlong d for Mens Salvati. 
"s 8 on. 3 diſcourſes; and they; 
| givt themſelves liberty to talk 


* . 
gs their Worldly Affairs, except: opts: 
Fd ea e der betete chat 
n harter 
„ verſation in Heaven and thinthe 
. „ "Imported: terte e 
ee ry, and of the jqoys 
k 4 ED that Kingdom. AItiwas the c 
- Heathen. Prieſts ai old, 


thought 
their Heavenly 
Hallelujahs of 


uſtam of ſome 
in the Service of 


E 


da Honey; an ducellent Emblem: to teach 
aur Tong qld :he\purified, and 
» and: ſcaſoned ons that Word. 


oa which 


the Primitive Saints ànd when they uiſi- 


ful Men, Bes, Meck he: 


they were to have their Bw | 


.- wh their; Gods, to walh;:.or diptheir. Tongues 
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which'h Cwecter thun the: Honey, and the 
Hoiney-comb;: Nſal. 10% 10.0 Aud indeed 
then our Words ars feet and thers is Mila 
and Honey under our Tongues; wien we 
exbort aud admoniſh one another daily, taking 
heed leſt we be Harden d through: "the ene 
neſs of fins Heb, 3 43. e ee en (66 


e * N. 15 * 
66 We N wlll P ay6r.... 8 Ach, wins 
God, bowkes Fam: Ne Son- 
Anrfullj müde, who baſt beſet are behind 
aud before,” and I thine bated: whon me, 
"Fwnowledge- 1+ #00 wonderfull for" me ; n 
Te hes Ta then bl es we 
ed bai 1 me to 
ſbem forth thy pe! How long have Jem. 
it about Ads Which do not Profit I 
aſhamed Hit. O tach de . bluſh 1\O 
ler me ſee' how Ihres perverted 165 Gift, and 
mi ſcimproved my Talents] O vl ne value thy 
Mevcies better, amd yive me thy Grace to re- 
member that Tad not wine own.” Aſſure me 
thai Nam bought with a Price, to ſhew forth 
the . — that died for me. My cam 
dem fort 8 „if my tongue be mob 
cautions of off Ne y no it "Hook: hs 
"Bit; 4 | 47 


#hy Z ir ite duty E The vo- 

elite: -quicknefrywimblentſs," e thou 
planted here, were all intendei to gbper 
Nr gloriowd * O OD he: 


\ err 


l Righreevſneſet within dhe; 7 
_ will it hr ha Faithfuladgs; — 
tion. Emi #ot e the 1 


reeds Mei 


r ee to 7 
N 2.— ee with 


my 77 1 


and out. FE el 5 5 
| | Fring, £.7% 

Grace-natorbe erh et 6:weteh; 0 Lird, 

177 Mont, ard 8 The, 9 7 2 


y * 8 e 
r Let re delight to. ſpeak: ee ed 
* ER = even Mle mord. Tord, 

vn 


gue, ym 6m 4 e 
22 445 ws of 


ot 2 files, Tall me. * 
the Great Day of KAcoeuntt g's 
will be examined. as mel Au. 

/n my Tongue. with-conſciantiouſueſs; ame 
me undd bo ruſd with my Line. + Let my Heart 
8 n . an zoing 10 feat Minze, 


whic 


eee Hort? J bezog «Pitts | 
cid z Weib Wie * an bas on. - =. 
ry ay to watch againſt. thoſe Jus, which i. 
ye of the World. are ſmall and -incou- "4: 
1 an Exerciſe commanded . Mf, 
10 * cur. 5. 6. Jude verſe 23. Indeed 
bre hole 9 Monat i is 1 
blind als are. — raiſcall dire, and 1 
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trivial. The Phar 1 
people t00;chatin the: Ten Commandmento _— 
but only dhe gr ſserr?C/gê?/; ö 

rous of Mens: Jang: Mr e a= 
abſtaining from. 3 [Ma — 1 

| ly they made nothing of e 
or milicey/ or grudges, er ſecrct heart. bur?! 2 
ninga.s car x0 of words Kr as in anger. "IN 
woundtd his reputations: which wilull and 3 EY, 
notorious: miſtakes;:'Chtiſt rectiſies zin that 99 


Sermon, and bids them look: for. God deter- 5 
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that: they did rarely well obey the great 


not loſe the 


Law-giver, when they kept themſel ves from 
being polluted with their Neighbours 
Wives, and from the Ad of 1 but 
the Son of God ſhews them their monſtrous 
errouts, and proves to them that not only 
tbat deteſtable Act is prohibited in that Law. 
3 thoſe Acts and Occaſions N 


wa 
— running to places 
temptations grow, bad intentions, Pref 


touches, evil deſires ; and theſe, lit aſſures 
them; lead to Hell, — . — the groſſer 


villainies. In the ſame manner they ve 
ſtraind the Third Commandment t Perju- 


ry only ina publick cauſe, and fb thought 


tight. of cuſtomary Vaths ; theſe were but 


maiters or laughter; and the people by their 


— add approbation, in their com- 


hes aud communications, ſ by 
— and by Barth, by their Heads 
auch by eruſalem a und he that did: ſo, did 
repiitatiom of ac ſober Man: 
. ord Jeſs pratoſts againft'this abuſe 
too, and lets them ſue. i that Hejowhoai for- 
bid Perjory did quxbid theſe common and 
cuſtomauy Gatlis too and. vas f̃eſbi bed to 
revenge and puniſhi( the Offtinders for ſo 
doing q αunα Aid abtr 8 muh as permit 


ſtrong Kſle verations in common diſcourſe, 


23 


My; 3 alowd:" nely 
bare 'Affirmatioris und Nega tions 
. Loving [thoſe] that laved them, and do- 
ing good to them, that did good . 
they thought, Was all at God required 
in that Royal Law, Thou ſhalt love thy Neg 
bour as thy ſelf.) Hating-their . Enemies, 
doing ahem all the miſchief they could, 
ane Jock d upon only as a venial lextra- 
paſſion. 80 they did but per- 
a and duty of 2 they Lid 
not think any ſin could be committed in 
the matmer of the performance and _ 
fore wandring thoughts, and affeQatic 
vaid-glory,. or laying; the ſtreſs; upon "this 
length of; Prayer, they thought were no = 
at ally or if ſins, not worth regarding 
e And cb y-.the' ſame 2 
walk d in their low, and Faſting,” thinking 
the letter of the Law required:\ne:more, 
than the outward obſervance of the duty: 
As for a ſuitable frame of heart; they did 
not look upon the want of it as danmable, 
ori worth their care to get it ſupplied from 
Heaven. Thus theſe, Men leſſen d and ex- 
enuated their Offences; and having once 
brought them into the number of little 
Sins, they excluded them from their care, 
and would not ſuffer their Conſeiences to 
be troubled for them ; atid thought they 
had very ſevere Exerciles, and 4 —— 
N to a: miracle, yet they m 


a. |; . | 


# 
[1 
| 
| 
| 


* 


| of common ſence way ſoon 
or attend and obſerve-his own 
and yet 


cording to their ability, of ſpeak 


e es 
Exerciſe? — negledt — — read. 
from the _ nd: 


* 


455 nil 

exter to the A en 
What cheſe t ou are a0 ber — 
may be known, is a queſtion that au Man 


ſolve bimſelf in, that will eicher compare 
this Actions with the of the nie 


wadices of ſuch of his Nei 
In the Bycof the World Das ber aber Mew 
are no thorough-paced: Chriſtians. 
How fr are there that — Conſciente of 
curbing: their paſſions; of being conoern d 
for the ſins of others, of giving Alms ac- 
ing Truth, 
when they are in danger of loſing ſome- 
vrhat by the Truth, of obeying God more 
than Men, of being more carefal to pleaſe 
the Creator than the Creature, of attention 


in a Sermon, of fixing their thoughts and and 


affections upon God in Prayer, of ru 
ting upon what they hear, of coy od 
to them that hate them? . $ of 
ſuch Duties paſs for Peccadillo's,'and cun- 
ning 4 diſimulations, olficious'1yes, 
warrantings, ſeeret over-reathings, 

dr pero of Oaths, * of bene 

* 


ſoon ſatisſie, and re- 


rene 2 ipjories, met: 
edelsten, 


Leer pride n 
[tron over 2 _ 
neſsin Dee are Sins, which few 
ple take notice of, looking — as 
aue the Fmaller lize, and as things 


* Sirs, a3 little as theſe and ther Sits 
may ſeem in your eyes, we have a Commif- 
ſion from the Almighty, to tell you th 
vqu cannot be, Chriſtians, except you: er. 
exciſe.;your., wetchfulneſs againſt all thoſe 
ins2 ywhichy the World is pleaſed to call by 

other names, than the Holy one of H is 

pleaſed to put upon them. A Chriſtian 
hath vow'd to ſtrive againſt alt ſin, Whether 
et fall This Qath of God is upon 
you, a our Baptiſm ſo much ou pro- 
— 1 ſo much you have ſince — 
firm d, by approving that your ſolemn Ini- 
tiation, or Introduction into the -viſible 
Church of Cbriſi. Will ye be falſe to your 
W Wil Je break * Yourd: Nl 
Je Abjure 


91/4 nar i K w 
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that you ma more 


n 


arè not little ones, you' only call ther 10. 

freely commit the, 
and that yur” hearts may not ſmite) 
for them; And yet there is a ſector” Fear 


Oe: they may provoke: the 
to anger; and that you — 


be di ——_— with the thoughts of God 
Indignation, you lodk upun them as trifles; 


Such ſins formerly 'were'ngHttle fins, when 


_ wore" bettet® Chriſtinhs than now they 
z it's only the great Debauchety, and 
Vicloufbels of the Age we live in, that 
makes them ſo: But ſhall tHis Age preſcribe 
Rules to God to govern himſelf by 2 Shall 
the Wickedneſs of the Times oblige God to 
condeſcend to Mens Impiety, and In Cor 
plaiſance to their Folly, cauſe him to make 
no more ot their Sins, than they ate plea fed 
to do >: Shall Men, wilfully blind, telliche 
Almighty what colour their Sins ure of, Uf 
how be muſt interpret them, thatſearches 
rw and the Rein? Dee 
Can any fin be little that is eommiltted a- 
ainſt an Infinite Majeſty > Can any Affront 
ſmall that's levell'd againſt him; "whoſe 


Brightneſs dazles the eyes of Angels 7 1 3 


were not againſt a Law of God, it could 
not be fin: but is not the ſame Authotit 
to be ſeen in the leaſt Precept, as well a 
the greateſt? Doth one God give the great. 
er, and another the lefler * a Fg 
105! 


| if the fame God be. fie ghted in the - gredw 
ter and leſſer Laws, will. not the ſame God 
ind a time to laſh the boldneſs'of the of 
fender? „% 2 1 1559, 209 Ws 8 

5 it 0 le you can love/G 
while you do not exerciſe your ſelves: in 

rooting out theſe leſſer ſins? Can you loye 
God and fight againſt him?. Can you be en- 
amour d with bit, and affront bis Helle 
Can you tell us a way, how to reconcile 
God's Purity with your Uncleanneſs? Tow | 
cannot but be ſenſible that theſe (you call) 
leſſer ſins offend: bim. and is this 7 %%ʒ 
Love to him, to diſobei him 1s 905 yaur 
Affection to him, to do what you know 
will croſs his Will and Pleaſure + Is this 
Vvour Reſpect to him, to diſoblige him ig 
things he intends for your eternal Welfare? 
Let the ſin be never ſo ſmall; you do allow 
Four ſelves in, while — indulge 
your ſelves i ĩt. it loſes the name of an in: 
 firmity, and paſſes for Enmity in the age 
of Heaven 3 arid: it's ĩmpoſſiblè that Love to 
God, and wilful Sins ſhould ever conſiſt to- 
gether; Do you believe that Servant loves 
you, to whom you bave. tf poken often to 
do ſome ſmall thing about you, and yet 
with all your — and Careſſes you 
cannot oblige him to gratifie you. in that 
particular? Would you have God, believe 
Fou, that you love him, when. you. [up 
loth to do whatſoever. he 


Tavern 
Perſ. Trau. 
J. 5. c. 17. 


q d, 
increaſing their Doſe by degrees, till they 
5 come to take the quantity or half a Nut- 
I meg; when they are come to that pitch, 
1355 they dare not give over, for fear of endan- 
gering their Lives: a true Emblem of thoſe 
fins, the World calls little aud inconſidera- 
ble. The leſſer Doſes, like fmall Wedges, 
widen the Cleft, and are preparatives for 
greater, and invite Men to take a larger pro- 
3 portion, till at laſt it becomes dangerous to 
caſhier and part wich them ; and thus by 
* Iittle and little Men fink into the Gulf. 
Az ning 8. s much as Hensel abhorr' d the Villanies 
113. Bi ſpoke of; the little ſins he then lived 
TW in, brought him at laſt to that mon ſ rous I- 

- -niquity, he at firſt trembled at. Judas lookt 
upon Covetouſneſs as an inconſiderable fin, 
aud made no great matter of it, but it 
. 1 9 N brought 


4 9 _ F i s #4 . 
<1 0 Aut 3 N " Lad I Q 1 . 2 4 2 
Aer a, 8 5 a 4 * * Nin \ F . N f 988 
— * ain . 938 5 þ wh ku { ö 2 Tc 4 «70 de * 993 
— Su n Fahnen $7. . "of", E er WEIR 1 * 1 
2 4 n 2 L Ws * 8% r wtf 4 4 
Pie. r CBT ITY N # A 
\ * * . * 5 RN — * 4 - 
3 a A iy $ | 3 
> » 0 0 I $ 14 A \ 
= . . 1 . K. U * 
N , 1 . & N & 4 . 
* * « 8 4 = * 
_s I : : T * * 
1 \ of F 
«Cu 3 #4 
7 \'3 * 
+ & 8 
* 1 0 


| ks ht Mis at laſt to. Treaſon, Strang 
rt ; Nay 


that you ſhould not ſee't the: Dappe! 
you cannot promiſe you ur 8 Gocke 
venting, or reſtraining 2 10 F 
you from Falling inte gi ee 
continue in the leſſer; For 'by 
ſins, you drive away God's Spitit, bring a 
Confamption on your Grat 12 thruſt 
the Almighty away from u. If he do. 
keep you, from greater enormities, it is an 
ſuperabundant Mercy aud Goodneſs biit ; 
you cannot reckon upon't, vou cannor be 
ſure of it, you do enon oh to make Bim take 
away his Spitit, the Prop that muſt 1 0 
you; and if that be Wo. the pe fe 
fall, and great N 
depart from you, Fes ou ate left tc | 
of the Deyi anc hell be fur 6 8 
nage thoſe. keller fins in you, that they ſhall - 
advance into hideous Offences, and 2 15 
ter the Tares, that are ſcattered up an 
down in your Souls, that the Ate? 
in time ſhall be over- run wien the 
the Water that comes bur to the 
now, ſhall ere long come up to thi 
to the Neck, and to the 0. AT 
bs” feta wifes Nath 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and. Anger; "and 
|  Clamour, — Evil-ſpeaking, and Malice, 
19 lite do Men make of eſe Sits?" 5 
they griexe e Holy Spirit of od, by che 
Aal Verdi, Ep b. 1. 30, "Up, 
4” 'T | ; D 
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an thas reward this 7 pled Love?  Hath 
He deſerved no better c 


tle ſins, amount to a great one? Suppoſe 


many wanton Thoughts, and unclean De- 
vy. as the greater fin? Suppoſe you are not 
againſt your Neighbour, tantamount to that 


you > Thou art no Thief, no Robber; but, 


but were thy frequent abuſes of God's 
to put down Nebal for Drinkenneſs. The 
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ealings at your hands > 


Is this the recompence-you give him for all 


che kind motions and whilpers he hath fol 


owed you withal? "fo. 
 Doth not Reaſon tell you, that many lit- 


you are not guilty of Adultery, yet if the 


fires of your minds, were laid in the Ba- 
lance with it, Would they not weigh as hea- 


pilty of Murther, yet will not the many 
ecret grudges, and clandeſtine contrivances 


Crime ? Is ie not all one, whether one Go. 
liah, Or A Thouſand | Philsftines, oyercome 


Wil not thy many covetous Wiſhes make 
up a Robbery? Were all thy idle Words 
laid together, How much would th &y want 
of Ralphemy? Thou art no'Drunkard , 


Creatures ſumm'd up, thou wouldſt go near 


leſs any are, the more numerous are they 
commonly; and ſmall Birds, by their num- 
ber, may do as much miſchief, as one Kite, 
or Eagle; and who knows not, that /Zg yp 
ſuffered more by the wolt contemprible Crea- 
tures, than by the greater Artillery of Hea- 
„ r oo TS WY Ct Bs; 
yen ? I UNSC 
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therefore is tempted to-lay bold on the For- 
bidden Tree, which was only preſented Obe, ur- 
his Eyes by: way of Tryal: ie that t upon . 2 
ſeeing the-Lovelineſs and Beauty of a fu eng 
lunary Object, preſently reflects on the God Sec. 
that made it; at ene, furniſhes 
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e yes tut be ale 900 Er One gebn, 'of 
org and as Fides las- HN a ſeem in 

282 yes of the World a man in this caſe 
e bethoght at bysall- his sequain- 
Ave 8 Tatios, than 1616 the'Glory: of His Self. deni- 
= =: There is no dillying warty much Objects. 
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bogs We wg is to f We Tryups fuel and he 
ai © © 18 certainly ſufete thät a- ayorher way. 
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our ſceirly may cauſe in our Winde and Paſo? cali. 
ble we may he ſurprizd, ande 27. 905 
the Obied we behold una warb, map d art a 
covetous, ar:envious, or laſciv ious thaught 
into our in and that-ſpark | mays falt. 
upon the paſſions ; but hare the poiſon mut 
be prefetidy: vomited up agaia and the ſeed 
dillipated, and our Sduis ęicard¹ 
gerous gueſt ; the ſudden ithoughe 
drown d imitiie Waters of Regentante 3 an 
greater caluieuſueſs for! the future muſt b 
uſed, and the Child chus burt muſt ler 
4 dread) the: ſire; where this is neglectal 
men xte careleſs of this Exerciſe, their 
—ů— being conſumed ; for 
thoſe ſpatks o if let alone, will ſoon put alb 
into z dobeful conflagratiomʒ o — * 
it to reſiſt the aings of theſe impurer 
teams and exhalations g:ahdahe-Vipers 
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1 1 1 to 3 the 5 
I be fiſt diſorder is ſoon check d when the 
grenter tumult cannot be quelld or allay d, 
baut witch very great pains and difficulty. 
44. In making greater uſe of the Eyes of 
our Minds, than thoſe of our Bodies, Mar. 
1 6. 22. When gt. Anthony the Hermit had 
2 ꝗmind to comfort the Excellent, but Blind 


Did ms of Alexandria, he thus addreſſed 


. Miſt. himſelf to him. Let it not tronble'thee, that 
158.0 7. ffn haſt loſt thy outward or carnal Eyes; for 
i being deprived of them, thon wanteſt only 
0 fas E yes, as Mice, and Flies, and Lizzards 
Have z but rejoyce that thou haſt Eye 7 0 f An- 


75 8 God is ſeen, aud wo 46 of 
owledg | 


2 1 7 kindled in thy Soul. Indeed, 
were 5 Eyes but rc more, thoſe 
of the Body would have no ſuch evil in- 
fluence upon the Soul. The intellectual Eye 


wos beyond the Clouds, tranſcends the 
| Sy, and "ſees: through all the Miſts and 


Foges of this preſent World, into Eternity. 
This beholds the ſatisfactions of another 
World, and ſurveys the Treaſure God hath 
| lad up tor them that fear him. This ſees 
5 ineis of God, and cauſes other. 
guiſe Delights; than the Butter- flies and 
Gloe- worm of Earthly Glories do. This 
books up to the everlaſting Hills; and as the 
yrs of Servants ook unto the Hands of 
their xfaſters ; and as the Eyes of a Maiden 

| _ unto” the hand of her Miſtriſs; ſo this 
ile a 1 ü Waits 
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waits upon the ne of Heaven, tin hes is 
_ pleaſed to anfwer in the till voice of Love 
and Merey. This ſcorns to ſtoop ſo low, 
as to ſee'whiat Swine and Moles do here on 
Earth, and takes a view of God's Paradiſe, 
and of the bleſſed Shades, under which, the 
_ Heirs of Glory reſt without Diſturbance Dr 
Moleſtation ; and he that ſees with this Rye, 
opens chi often, and delights to behold: OW! 
jects ſuitable and agreeable to its ſublime and 
wonderful Fabrick; doth ſtupiſie the plex 
ſures his corporal Eyes ſuggeſt, and ſo qua- 
liſies them, that they make no more impreſ- 
ſion, than Arrows ſhot againſta brazen Wall, 
or Fortreſs made of Iron. In theſe partieu- 
lars, this Exerciſe conſiſts; and this is it 
preſs upon you; this is it we exhort — 
to, and entteat you to employ your ſelves 
in, as you would not bear che'name of Chr 
k ſtians Vain. rn is 
We do dot bid you- with Saane © 
Tad to ſhut your Eyes againſt the 
Flowers of the Field, or againſt the Start of 
Heaven, and to put weights of Iron about 
your Necks," to keep your Eyes fixed dh 
the ground ; we do not perſwade you with . 
Pachomins, ſo ta tye 2 ſelves up from 
the ſight of all Mankind, as not to look up- 
on ſo near a Relation as a Siſter: Sens 
t ylita and Theodor would not ſee their 
own' Mothers; Job the Hermit, for Fifty 
* rogecher, ſa none of the Female Sex; 
| Rs one 
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medi-o, What as it makes you 
racer vir- Boks that Treat of God and Happineſs 


one, SGarab lived These n by a Ri- 

ver, and never look d upon it one Mar- 
cxs ſaluted his Mother, — Prior his 
Siſter, with their Eyes ſhut 5 Splogive = 
Monat Ss, Was ſo afraid f having, 
Miod-&iftrates: with: vain thoughts; — — ; 

would: not ſo much 286 look upon Ihe Trees 

thatigrew ꝗin a Ganden beſore him : ut ſuch 
fupondtitious doings we do not ſet before 
you 45; patterns te imitate; but the thing 
welwerld haysiyes tear tobe maſters of, 
is & wp dleſty of tlie: Eyes, [a ſeriouts Look 
ande care of your Sen ſes, that yon may not 
look upon any thing that's like to bueed vain 
thoughts in your Underſtanding; your Eyes 
"Os, 4 gre Shered:things. . [.Nhe:Egyprion® repreſenc- 
* ed God by them; As God thereſore is Ho- 
22 ly; o mould the Eyeche that repteſeuts him. 
714,90 Wait you know: bat mates u Minds 
debat Di- ſo frothy, and your Souls ſo weary of God's _ 
ozenes D- er nice? "Why. your Eye is never weary 
wer ho, Of ſavipg:Objets — — your Senſhality. 
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Way. your Eyes delight too much in read- 
ang Play-books and Romances; and your 


Laert. I. 6. 
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dn to Religion. What damps or dulls your 
admiration of Gods Prowidences? Why? 
the wein Shews:and Repreſentations you 
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3 might not brei 1 e ene 
here, keeps his Caſtle fate, preſerv 
the e his Soul, maintains his Vir- 
in innocence, and truly enjoys bimſelf - 
a1 the guarding of this ſenſe, the Soul 
comes to taſte what inward pleaſure means, 
and can ſilently rejoyce in her Watchfilneſs 
and Victory: This lifts her up above her 
ſelf, and makes her triumpli in her Con- 
queſt; and watching thus, bee her 
Glpry into a Kingdom, Reighs' within her 
ſelt and makes her Luſts cgme crouching 
to her Throne; or over-aw'd with her Ma- 
eſty, creep away into Deus aud Darkneſs. 
Tbis bath been the care of Saints in all 
Ages, and this hath made their memory fa- 
mobs. This Exerciſe the ancient Fathers 
preſſed,” and upon ſuch Sermons the wanton 
World began to be reform d: This made the 
Virgins cover their Faces with Veils, that 
. they might neither tempt others with their 
8 y, nor be tempted” wiel the comely 
© Eo6ks of their Spectators: This made the 
World take notice of the holy Looksof Chri- 
ans, and obſerve, how with tel Lives and 
5 | Tolverſaticlis. the motions of their Eyes, 
and all their geſtures changed: The man, 
vhoſe Eyes did rove before on ęvery Female 
he wet withall, upon his turning to God, fix d 
enn 8 the ground, or on Hell, Which be 
* bt he had deſerved: The quickneſs of 
© 009 3 lot "OR their Sios; and the 
$001 wanton; 
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ces Viciouſaeſs — — They 7 
conſider d, that their Reaſon was — 4 1 
them to govern their Senſes 3 and they juſt- „ 9 
thought, that in vain they pretended _ 4 
Life of Reaſon and Religion, without . 
they ſubdued their Senſes; and fenced all 9 
con paſſages where Sin' wo Folly uſed to — 24 
enter: " This gave Religion credit, and chu. 
15 Men come from the Eaft and Weſt tio 
gare upon it. This made the World won. 
der to ſee Humane Nature riſe fo hi *: 908 
and come to that pitch of San 
even the Heathen Gods had been firan- _ 
He chat thus e his Eyes, is phe mann a 
— ſees; whereas the tes thatwelks in 
—— obt of his Eyes, is blind; and let him 
remember, that even for his Loołr, God 1 
Pal one day call him to Judgment, Eccleſ. 11. | 
9. They were excellent Arguments Seneca 7 
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even this darkmeſe beth its pleaſure : A 


thine Eper? what great matter 1500 thon lo 
How many baſe and filthy Luſtt croud the way i 
thou wlkeſt in Thou art happy, for thou wilt 
want abunditnce of things, which were worth 7} 
pulling out thine Eyes, that thou mighteſt'mot 3 
fee thew'+ Thou con dereſt not, that lade * 9 
1 4 ſo cence © Alas? what are the 1 


g Senec, in 


1 . 1 
1 
7 Fs ch " 
15> BI 
34 1 * | 
s +. Ie, -* 
F<y 72 4 k 
N 
3 
n * 
. 1 
** 47 1 * 3 
I * 4 2 1 
* 
* 
* = 
1 * 


* 
11 
5 
1 
11 
1 
1 
o 


„ 
. 
— © - — - 


wel duly | 
117 7 Le 47 
8 ſege 10 
ite all manner of 
in loſing thine x ag 3 
zje, but menue, Kick, 
of e, Ne ; without <> 
1 Ke ſe, ithad-been 
never ſeenbthe 
lol: bip Eyes #8-lg9g as 
for or _—_ 
Jet. have. qui 


he Ey 
lerſtanding, end b a ken 
to look upon him that is i il 


by. the 825 of Fai and. at laſt h 
, | 080 of, His = 


: "et PI 4 n 
2 y entice 10 iure 
her they tempt; to qapet 


9 


like't N 0 205 
Temains:& enger 
and joy. in the F 


at -+1: Cantigt N ith N 
ug. bis Exe in Hell. and lees dbrohaw afar 
Narr in H ade Om, 8 
by. —— What he has 1oſt.and . 
bs 5 TSA nod ea 13 * N Via du Nn 
ere „ Jt. was worthily d of, Pericles, hen 


Cicer. Of. Jes his enge, ew d him an ex- 
LEI ttraordinary 


2 


5 * 0 
7 wh « * 
125 DE hs { 0 
8 A 2 "OF 
8 * 5 N. * W 
4 8 <4 4 3 2 Ps 
ENF 2 


5 

7 

$ 

& ba 

0 > 
5 
x 

x 
r 


* 
„ 2 875 eg 
Pony * who ot 1 than the Sun,” ant 
| elearer thin 5 8 Wks % yes ruꝶ fo and 
_ „ through t 10 ſhew 0 
3 25 Ne bebalf F thoſe whoſe” 115 2 = 
| | 1 * 22 ave de erde that 0 ye e ſho 22 
© _ — becauſe T have no# uſed my euern 
nm x bat Modevetion, Mode 55 1 and Pi. 
7 g 7 Ton 
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= device) what Pride, wher Envy, ;* what Malice, 
what \ bath rrept into my  Sobtrobrough 
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| oY md "PIR per Wag 2 
mine Eyes, that I man ſee wondrous this | 
0, sf thy Law... O les nothing be. ſo pleaſant „ | 

— Eyes as 2 marvellous works... Teachme _ © 
to ſet thee in thy Providence, andl i in thy works 2% 
of Grace and. latare...0 let me remember that = 

where-ever 1 am, I'm hefore the Eye of thy 9 
Glory, 8 let mine 2 be ever toward the "i a | [ 

Lord. If my right. ; Eye offend me, let. me pull 9 A 


it out, (Give me courage to thru away. mine "nn 
Eyes from beholding Vanity, when that Vanity _ 
would make me enamonred with the. world. _ 
Quicken the Eyes of my_mind, foes 1 may be- * 
bold thy P Glory, as 2 ſeen it 0 

hem me the. danger of -.- 
walking i in the fight of mine Eyes, and guide _ 
me by thine Eye. Deſtroy in me all lofty . 4 
and 7 Luft of the Eye do thou remove far from 1 
ME. - Pleas 0 | Long "ard or; my. 4M = 


Joe hel ” he”: Al, ad not Pry . re- = | 
Coe, and hear, e, Lord _ God, =_ 1! 
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8 as well as the meaneſt Subect 


" Pail 4 8. . ich a ; Chriſtian i is eminent for 
X his meekneſs, another eminent for patience, 
2 third eminent for peaceableneſs, a fourth 
eminent for. modeſty, a fifth. eminent for 


charity, a fixth for humility, a ſeventh for 

ſpiritual joy, another for ſelf-denial, ano- 

ther. for temperance, another fof pardoning 
of injuries, & cc. To look upon theſe patterns 
is not enough. but then we: exerciſe our 

ſelves to Godlineſs, when we reaſon our 

ſelves into imitation, ſome ſuch way as this, 

How lovely is this Virtue! How amiable 

this Temper! How beautiful this Gift! 

How great a commendation is it to this Man 

to be ſo qualiſed. What content muſt it 

cauſe in him to be ſo gracious, ſo favoured 

of God, and ſo well diſpos di What ſhould 

hinder me from following him? Why ſhould 

not I. tread. in his ſteps? Why «hould 

Not his practice kindle. in me deſires; to 

5 arrive. to the ſame happineſs? Could he 

be Maſter of this Grace, and why can- 

not l? ls not the ſame G alive? — wa 

Fßpirxit ready to aſſiſt me? Have not I — 

ſame means of Grace to help me? Suppoſe 
my condition is not the ſame with his, — 

is there. any condition, which a Man may 

Betr. g.. not, or is not. obliged to be good in? 


rale. 16. If I go among the Turks, 1 I ſhall ſee the 
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plicity of thoſe partirulars, and the multi 
Plicity would fright us from the Commiſſi- 
on, and ablige us to tabe another courſes 
The -multiplicity of out fins; would appear 
o fy, ſo monſtrous, ſo full of iu. = | 
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ing Him; it Mie tm go" — 4 
var and Arial, 20d: o:company. with. 

Sit Moleſtatiom though be fanſies all 
the while,” that? his Conſcience iat peace 


with him, yet moſt certainly, its nothing 
And 


Dat ſtupidity; and carnal fecurityt 
in end at laſt in fearful thandring 
_Hghtaingz but u Conſcience, eliarwawaks, 
1 diſtorb a man 
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to him theith ercies} am convene - 
bid him — harlk 8oal 
aſſure Him, chat as N 
boch ain may ſcem in ther mens 
Aged 
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i cannot but:griedds Hot Ho 
-fright bim wich flathes-of Hell. fire, ſhew 
him Typbet afar off, expoſtulate with him, 
how he can ſo much forget hitmſelff abt 
Alete be oft lovely, and tmoſt amiabte 
g. This Conſcience) will do when it 
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tif this be its nature; and Selfiexa 
- faUzes: its it muſt needs follow. „thatrthis 
_ Commuting with our own Heart, muſt Be 
_ [the beſtuprefervative againſt the ĩnftition 
ich prove o atal tao the greater part 
Am be 5 wort Atsluid io enöiislg 
ini The uſe of this Exorciſe appears to meſo 
-neceffary;;qbat-[t: cannot torbear enlarging 
pod, and, iniag you'whae' Di retibns; I. 
dnn. for the faichful ot it, and 
they are theſe following: 20916 
"i Taber mot be done fightly, vor. b 
an a \carcleſs: Servancs,\ſweep'a Roo, 
aehving half of the Rubbith dia 
 186me Thriſtians there are who being loth 
1 be — —e—é 5 aid ſeh ſible, that 
_ {Chriſt muſti be bey d i ifirevery-chi 
-force themſebves to do any ching they hear, 
* theit Duty; but they) do mot 
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| Hot read of many Saints, that have uſed it, 
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e omiſſion. They 4s it 60 mern. 
land ſo overtiy, chat they had at good have 
leit it undena He — duty is 
one thing, and the ſubſtantial part of it is 
nnoiher, and heithat is expert in the former, 
is not therefore ueceſfarily skill d u the lat- 
ter! He that Calls himſelf to an account 
For: the Sins he hath committed, and/ not 
for che neglects he hath berniguilty 
;the work by hal ves ot he that ſpends o 
la fe tranſient thoughts upon is Actions, 
rand preſently — Tools with 
- ſome imper tineut huſineſs : or takes 2 care - 
Aeſs farvey of bis Behaviour atid Deport- 
ant mingles thoughts of the World, 
0c 3 ſenſuall Pleaſure with thofe;Contem- 
plations of himſelf, ſhews he hath av Ho- 
(mach, no defire, no appetite to) this Spiri- 
ztusl Food, that the Word doth yet en- 
groſs his deſines, aud affections, and that he 
1 not think Heaven worth taking by vi- 
9 ene. * NM Set 15 92. (203. 
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ee cheurfully „mot like min; that 4 


with God, For daying ſuch a yoak Spende 
Ee He Diſcinler. I do mot deny, 
that the Devil and eee 
Objections againſti it, 
neceſſary, or that hereby out rldly Pro- 
t will be much obſtructed, and that ve do 
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de muſt mind the Works of 
that ſleep will oppreſs us, 
* this en G. 
did never yet let any man quier to 
Heaven; and therefore ſi 22580 ly 
hell certainly. throw in any mams way, 
that hath ſerious reſolutions not to nega 
iti but theſe objeftions muſt be coutagiouſ- 
y lanſwered, vigorouſly reſiſted, and man- 
_ tully* ; for the ſtrong man will not 
8 the houſe; extept you throw Him out 
by forces: He chat is afraid of diſcompo- 
Jig) his foft Luſta and Paſſions to be ſure 
can do no here; and whatever un- 
T me e or ſteal upon us in 
this Hrereiſe, bur buſineſs maſt be to ſtrĩ ive, 
ande pray, anddabour hard Again it, and to 
reſol ve to crolsit; whatever ic coſt us; 
geſtions, that would take us unvilling W 
venture, muſt not be dangled, courted, : 
Hatter'd; No, but muſt be rode — 
a ſtrong hand; and we muſt not give over 
Till che Exerciſe becomes delightful to us; 
for as it is in. the Works of Charity, ſo 18 
this, God ever loves a chearful Giver. To 
about this Work as the Oxe goes to the 
es; to be forced, and dragg d to it 
as an Aale School - boy to His Book; 
to ſctateh our Heads; when we are to ap- 
ly our ſelves to it and to be dran to it 
y fears of Hell, and terrors within, is'with 
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Whatever we do in Religion, this muſt be 
our end. He: that amines himſelf at night 
in r of iti anũ 
bath N — to deave, and watch . 
gainſſt 8 2 which-upoti;e 

ramiustion he Gods àm -bjcdſelf, ori tobe. 
come mute ſerious; bents the Air, and what 
is, wotſe,, mocks the Almighty „and takes 
his Covenant in his e he hates 
to be — a it is ſaid, Pſal. gilt 
17. One would think; no mam ſ hat um 
dertake this Task, hut with hh intent f be- 
come 1 3 
watchful againſt temptatinns 3 yet 8 
the deoeitiulneſs af ah. Hearta, that ue 
are apt to fanſic, God likeathe Dutyand re 
gards- not the Effect, as the Harlotꝭ H 
. 14. That dy baue I h . 
ye came iI. forth to m fh. She niade her 
Vous, and Prayers, not the means; but the 
end; Means they are indeed, whereby\God 
would tnake us holier 3 hut he thatireſts/in 
the means, and goes no further, is like un- 
to a man, that works ina Garden, or Vine- 
yard, and rids no'gropad; Labour is the 
means whereby the Garden is to be manu 
wed, and cultivated, that it may ves |] 
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to contemplation 

af your outward, and inward man, or lay 
the Decalogue before you, or małe Chriſt's 
Sermon upon the Mount the Rule of this 
Exploration. I will _ —_— of 
theſe Methods, and leave i to your diſcre- 
to take which you * Indoed we 
nary nat need: to anne to ſuch 


„and would: —_ omg 
—— el ves, think themſelves 
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ineſs for the moſt part being with men, 
— who'like wanton Children will ſcarce cat the 
"+ that is — — and are ſo choak d 
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1. H ttie Actions and Motions of o 


caſie ab wean 82 remove the Stones out ofir, 
= tel}them every ſtep, iu hopes that all theſe 
work upon their good Nature an 
1 — to break looſe from the Kingdom 
of Sin and Darkneſs. And therefore 
out- 
ward and in ward man be made the we 
this daily: Self- examination, the 

queſtions, that: mult! be 1 to Our 
Hearts, at night, muſt be ſuch as theſe: To 
beg wich tee Deni © ont rr 
As for the E; Have not I this day 
heard ſome ill, 1 
ſtons uſed by others, and hath it been 2 
grief to me, Ls it been à woudie to my 
Soul, to think that my God was abuſed and 
diſhonoured by it? — my Ears been 


open to corrupt; and vain communications? 


or filthy Story, thvve heard? Have Theat 
my Neighbour reviled, or ill E 
Wo have I done the duty of à Friend; and 


jaſtified" his innocent Behaviour? Have 1 
Heard this day of an undecent d 


of any of my Family, and have Trepro 
them for it, or admoniſhd them to:amend- 
ment of life? Have not I been pleaſed wit 
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Word ef Hod, H heard. hi to day d Was 


Patience Haye:T heard a 
| nag ſpank. Jiſgracefilty. of me; withont be» 

enraged at the Calumny > Have 1 heard. 
- men-etivice ne to ſin, Sie L abhorred 


the invitation e Have I heard men, Swear 


andCurſe, and have I been concern d at the 
{s of their Sin? 
On the Lords Day eſ 73 Hive 1 
| heard” the Word this day with ſeriouſneſs 2 


1, 


ctiet, what I heardꝰ Was my Heart affect. 
ed with the happy 


Parden ? Was not 1 more taken! with the 


ngs he 
-me 


Miniſters delivery, than the 2 thi 

7 'of ; Was it cuſtom that ab 
End hear, or was it a fervent defire 

9 edified, and built up in 

Faith ? Do I feel in my y Cel any Purpoſes 

at this preſent to do as I have been adviſed 

to day? Did I prepare my 

the Word by ſaitable Though ts, and. e 

templations of that awful Majeſty, before 

whom I was to appear? Did I feet any beat 
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o 
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ſume the Straw, and Stubble of my carnal 
Affections ? Did Þ ſind any ſweetneſs in / the 


my 
heart taviſht when 1 heard the joyful neus 
of "Chriſt's Red 


Did i come to hear with Reſolutions to pra- 


my moſt holy 


ſelf for hearing 


was really to con- 


— 


4 IO $9098 fg 


„ 


l 
5 ' 
1 55 
* 
| | 
| 7 ; 
- * 4 
0 d 
1% 
0 wy 
: «0 
1 
>> 
j) DA 
: 7 
9 
* 19 
A <> 
4 5 , 
: : 
[: "© J 
11 1 e 
4 * 
| | . f 
15 Y 
. # . 
1 
5 
* ” 7 
1. 3 
1 3 
$ iÞ 
HE: a 
„ 
x O's), 
: „ . 
9899 
J 4 Hy 
=. 
+ & 
% $ 
: 'S- 
1 
ts 
Ts 39 . o 
3 . a 89 3 
10 "Fi = ba. | 
£2 * 
* . a, 
H . 
5 4 
* 
* 
2 
5 
* 
" 
+I 
1,8 
* 
Las 
EE 
Þ 
* 
= 
8 I * 
1 : 
At TE 
- FE I 
N 


TY 
. * 
- 

. 15 
? * 
1 
. 74 
7 "i * 
} 5 
1 1 1 
. 4 
11 * 

« 

l ww 
= 

1 
; 
3 
o \ 
Ft : 
U 1. # * 
. | 


heard iiteſeribed rays of 
of the Hgly./Sacramedtt-?- — 2 — 
duty at home? Havel — gr Servarits 


| ſcience ? Have I been e 


 ticeof God's Goodteſa tome, and mine, and 
ſtood amazed at it 2 Have I look d upon 


not 1 rendred Railing for Railing, 


and: Children hear, what, the Lord Lordi their 
God at their hands? TYING WEL 
As forthe Eye; Have Ithis day Iiſted.; up 
mine Eyes to heaven and taken notice of 
Gods: Providences 2: Have not I fed; mine 
Eyes with ſome unlawful Spectacle? Have 


not I Ren mien ſin, and laugh at it? Have 
not I beheld immodeſt AMions, and been de- 


with them 2 Hath not the ſight of 

— Vanity, tranſported me into aqmi- 
ration of it? Have Tread a portion of the 
_ = 0 — - remembreti to 
app e things, 0 to my ow TLon- 
uflamed with the 

Goodneſs of the men I have read of? Have 
the Duties and Precepts I have read cauſed 
in me a-willingneſsto perform them? Have 
I bebeld the finger of God i inthe Bleflings, 
I have received today 2 Have I: taken no- 


the Works of God to day, upon Trees, and 
Herba, and Flowers, and admired the WiC- 
e Glory and Bounty of Gdꝰ 


As for the Tongue, and Lip 3 1 


ſpoke evil of no man to day? mw 


Threatning for Threatning? Have 4; W 
Nen to drop ſomething of ne 


1. 3 tn * . \ 


tdan to repair the decay d Are 


* 


' Drink to day, more to pleaſe my 


of mn 
rrore, that I might be more ſerviceable 
and my Neighbour ? Did I take” 06 #1" 0 
fon to fpeak of ſomething, that's gooc ._ 
my Table? And when I craved a Bleſſing, 
was not my mind more intent upon the Meat 
before me than on the Great God above me? 
Have not I been intem ate to day? "Did _ 
not I Eat, and Drink more than natute're- 
d > Have 1 Pray'd' with my Family to 
and did that Prayer proceed from an 
bundle ſenſe of our ſpiritual Wants, and 


1 ks. 


Neceſſities? Have not I faid' ſomething, 
whereby my Neighbour might ſuffer in Bit 
Credit, and Reputation? Have I dropt ne- 
ver a Eye in my Shop, or Trade, ov in 
_ Gompdiiy, either in Jeſt, or for ſome Ad- 
age, or to pleaſe Men? Have not I raſh- 
, or fallly broke a promiſe? Have 
F in my "Addreſſes and.'Anſwers, ſhew'd all 
Meeknefs unto all Men? Have not I talk'd 
Surly, or Proudly to a Man becauſe he was 
Poor? Hare wet diſdain d to ſpeak to him 
becauſe he went in Rags? Have 1 avoided 
Talk, and, when I have been tem- 
pted to break a Jeſt, which was either mut - 
3 or might be ſome way pr dicial to - 
Arn ences" have 1 ppt ed F a 
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and honeſtly with all Men ? Have I ſhunn d 
that Company, which I was afraid would 


ws for _ Honds = 4 Fees, \ whereby "ig 
Scripture uſually expreſſes Mans en 
ave. I been diligent in che Duties of ] 
ling to 95 . defrauded no Man, 
deceived no Manꝰ Have L dealt uprightly 


draw me into Sin? Have not, I — | 
with ſome ſinful Action of the Company, I 
few been in? Have I ſome way or other 
Wals my abhorrency and tion of 
their Sins? Have I, really endeavour d more 
to pleaſe God than Men? What:good have 
I done to day? Have not I taken more pains, 
ad care to dreſs my Body, than 1 bars 
=o ne to beautifie my Soul.? Haye not I been 
more curious about my Cloaths, than abom 


my Graces? Have not I been more careful 


to make my Face pleaſing to Spectators, than 
I have been te, approve my ſelf to God? 
Have not I Joſt Deu of, the Life of 
wein by going into ſuch Society? Have 
not I ſpent my time in idleneſs? Have 1 ha. 


Fa, care to ſpend it for Eternity? 


1 7 the Mind; Have I endea our d to 
$ my Mind of Evil thoughts. to day? 
Fw 1 called in Pious a 1 Refle- 
ions? Have I reſiſted v andring thoughts 
in Prayer? Have not I ſuffered — -W 


pole 


thoughts to eat out the virtue of my Pray 


ers? Have 1 in my ſupplications. repreſent» 


e ee . 
dar 


1 & my Arr Wins wt 4 Neteſlicies 14 
the time? Have l been much in Holy Ejact- 
latins to day? Was God firſt and bat in - 
ughts, when I waked'this' morning, 


15 and went ts felvitt riighr >> TOTO tenz 
| Have I mide Con. 


At for the Cunſcience; 


{lence GG be tratt 3088 60,05) 5 Have feoks 


ſcientiouſly diſcharged the Duties of my ſee 
veral Relations? Have I done, as a perſon, 

in ſuch a Relation would, and ſhould have 
done? Have I made Conſtienc of doing 4 


thing, which I have either known, or fears 


ed to be a Sin > Have nor [ laught at thoſe 


: Sins, I ſhould have mourned at? Have 1 
been contern d at other Mens Sins, as well 


asat mine o n? 
A, for the Paſſions pet AﬀeSiont Have 
not I given way to the workings of Pride, 
and Anger to day? Have not I been angry 
with my Neighbour without a Cauſe? 
Have not I in a Paſſion given men ill Lan- 
guage? Have not I ſaid that in my Wrath 
which now I wiſh 1 had not? Have not 15 
been fiery and hot upon very flight and tri- 
vial occaſions?! Have not I miſtraſted God's 
Providence)? Have not I been more careful 
about making proviſion for the Fleſh, that 
about [r of my Soul? Have not I 
fund greater Joy in temporal, than in ſpi- 
ritual Bteſfing > Hath not ſuch a 3 (8 
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becauſe our Bodks natura ly are enemies to 
our gouls, and nothing is greatizdbbY to 
aur Spirits, . — The 
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I. "Afttrſome fienal delivtrance Pa Da. | 
ect and Calamity. To Vow after ſome: fack 
is athing ſo natural with ingenuous 
Spirits, that even the good · natur d Seamen 
in Jona, c. 1 16. though they were Hea- 
thens, when the Sea ceaſed from raging,” 
feared the Lord gui. and. offer l a 
Sacrificennto'the Lord, and made Vows. Pro- 
digious deliverances ſtrike the Soul. into a- 
mazement, and a Man that hath any ſence 
of the unexpected favour, can do no leſs 
than Vo unto God ſoche .fignal Devotion 
by way of Gratitude for the Mercy. The 
Deliverance is great and ſignal, and the De- 
votion ought to be ſo too. The Vow 
ſhe ws, that the Gratitude is hearty, and no- 
thing is ſo great an Argument, 3 the 
ſenee of the Mercy is vigorous, and lively, 
as wien we bind our. ſelves to make returns 
ſome way ſuitable to Gods Benignity. It 
cannot but be pleaſing to God upon uch 
occaſions, to Vow, that either we will pray 
ſeven times 2 day with David, or that we 
will allow ſomething more than ordinary 
"ar charitable uſes, or that we will be more 
_ diligent} in viſiting: the Sick, tbe Widoww m 
=- the Fatherleſs, or that we will go into 
ben ill company no more, or that we will. 
un ſuch occaſions of ol of that: M he 
51 | ta 


>, 


5 
iN 


take card 5 of Roles cf indeither | 
breed them up, or keep themat School, or. 
get them to be ĩuſtructed in be Principles 
af Religion, or that we — loy. ſo. 
much time everyday an) indi- 
gem aud diſtreſſed perſons, 2 Such things 
was) 2nd rodeecety ney cette 
power, and c y may tawfully be 
Vowd, and we have reaſon to believe, 
that for Chriſt's fake God wittbehold' theſs 
Free-will Offerings. with a - Gracious: eye |; 
becauſe they proceed from love; and be 


that dwells in Love, dwells in Bod; and 


in him, Toth wort Apoſtle, 1 Joh. : 
16. „nd Ho d 
III. When FR Shy: Corruptionis to 4s 
ſubdu d, and aw eaſie matter will not make it 
e When alter many weak” purpoſes, 
we relapſe into the Sin, and — itand. 
ing ou Reſolutions againſt. it now and 
then, ſuffer our ſelbes to be miſled into 
it. In ſuch Caſes where gentler Remedies 
wil do no good, it's fit, yea neceſſary; to 
uſe ſtronger Medicines ʒ and where our Fleſh 
doth baffie our god e to croſs it 
with ſtronger Vows: He that finds him- 
ſelf inclined to drink immoderately, when 
he comes into company, hath ho better 
way to overcome the Sin, than by Vo ing, 
either not to drink at all in ſuch Societ ies, 
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to abſtain from ſuch a Liquor which'isapt t 
to intoxicate him, or not to come into com. 1 2 
pany which he knows will tempt him to 
intemperance. The man that finds himſelf | 
fubject to carnal ſelf pollations, may cer- 
tainly forbear them, it he Will entet into 
ſolemn Vows, never to be guilty of ſucht 
fins again. It the Sweater would make 4 
_ Vow to God to give a Crown to the Poor, 
if ever he ſwear again, without all perad- 
venture the Sin in a ſhort time would die; 
Ls eee, he hath Conſcience enough ts | 
keep his Vow; And all groſſer Sins, as ga- 
ming, obſcene diſcourſes, and Atheiſtical 
talk, Ge. may be vanquiſhed thus. If the 
Adulterer would ſolemaly Vow, and add 
Iniprecations to his Vow, not to come to =» - 
his Harlot again, and the Fornicator not WW 
to embrace the ſtrange Woman again, the 
might break the neck of theſe dreadful ſings s FF! 
and indeed one ſuch Vow. ſhall do more; 1 
than twenty fainter Purpoſes or Prayers. 
In leſſet Sins, and ſins of infirmity, it is 
not ſo ſałe to Vow, as in the other, becauſe 
we are tog apt to be ſurprized into ſuell 
Errours, and do commit them before we ate 
aware, yet he that Vows to do ſom thing; 
that's irkſome to Fleſti, and Blood,” in cas 
he yields to any leſſer fin, by example id 
cafe he lyes in Jeſt, or in Cafe he 'brealls + 
out into. a Paſſion; Gio. takes the readieſt 
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2 treſpaſs of iuſirmity, is to act like Wiſe 
men, and ſuch as are in good earneſt reſol- 


ved o cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs 


of Fleſh,” and Spirit. 
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millngneſs upon our Spirits to do a duty, we find 
commanded, or are put upon by tbe ſecret inſti · 


gation of our Conſ.iences.. He "that finds bum» 
ſelf loth, to pray three times a da y. muſt 


Vow, that he will do ſo; arid then he muſt 


do it, and whatever unwillingneſs may re- 
main after the Vow is paſt, time and uſe 


will: make it eaſie. „Recha is loth to do 
& to the Man that has formerly, wrongs. 


„him, muſt Vow to God, that bei will 


do it, and force himſelf to it. Nature, 
. where it-will Hot be led, muſt be drawn by 


violence, and though unwilſingveſs i in the 
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performance of a Duty, makes no very ſweet i 
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_ things with delight, and ſatisfaction and he 
that was'a Stranger to Hoſpitality may com- 
to open his Houſe and Heart to the Stran! 
ger and Traveller. In all theſe Caſes, Vows 
are ſeaſonable, and: what Rules are 1 tobe. 
obſerv'd in e is the fecond a8. 
er d 3 971 3 BO 
_— The Roles that: ate ſt to bay 
notice of in this nn are theſe: follows 
ing. Warmn an! C42 35 OT WE hd 15 
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for a Vowisa Religious Worſhip, and there- 
fore to be given to none, but God. A- 
mong the Papiſts, it's true, fuch Vows are 
common, but we have not ſo learn d Chriſt, 
nor did Antiquity allow this Profanation ; 
and though MarceVine, St. Ambroſe's Sifter, „ Bu 
ſeems to have made a-Vow to St. Laxrence dun. 
for her Brother Satyrus s good Voyage; yet n. * 
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| Ver thee,O God, in Zion, and unto thee ſball the 
Home per firme i Pfal. 55. r, Not do the later 
examples of (bc aes King of Perfia, making 
a Vow to St. Sergius, of King Pepin Vowing 
to St. Suibert, or of Ortho the Great Vowing 
fo:$6'Lavrimon, make the thing more law ful; 
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ture to perform raſh and inconſiderate Vows, 
thinking it fafer to keep them, than by vio- 
lation iq put ſuch notorious Affronts upon 
bim that dwelleth in ch 
gainſt this Violation, is that ſevere Warn- 


ing of Solomam, Eccleſ. 5. 4. When thou u- 


oft 4 Vom unto God, defer: nat to pay it, far le 
bath no pleaſure in Fools; P chat. 1 thou 
haſt Vawed :- Better it 4s that chow ſhouldſt not 
Vom, than that thou ſbouldſt Vow and wot pay... 

Such Men as do not pay, are Fools indeed, 
for chey kat eo fur a Cheat upon the Al- 
mighty, and to deceive him, whoſe Eyes 
ate like Flames of Fire, and behold both the 


inſide and outſide of their Hearts. Silly, 


' Wretches! as if a Graſhopper could-circum- 


vent a Giant, or a poor Worm out-wit the 
greateſt Sages, Such Follies meet with Judg- 
ments of the fame Nature, and as ſuch Sin- 
ners mock the Moſt High, ſo he alſo will 
| Laugh at their Calamity, and Mock whey their 
Aa comes, Prov, 1. 26. 

n 
What Man can truſt us aſter that; If. this 


Perfidiouſneſs be known, if we are Trea- 
en de our Gat how * rat 
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nerally ſo afraid 


elleth in the Heavens. And a- 


— 


min „ 


— 


i SW * 


- K n » 


on ea Rs 


„ 
* 
* 


e ̃ anc: Aer ⁵ eee * 
* © #21 Ay; 


* 
* * 
** 
. 
1 
. 
{2G 
4 
* * * 
27 
P t. 
5 4 
. 


Fi et Men . are e i ; 
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Matters, Who will commit thelefſer 


to bur Truſt? When Conſtantine, Coinſtantine's. 


Father, had given order, That fack ne, 
ans, as would not Sacrifice to the Halben 
Gods, ſhould" depart his Court, but thoſe 


that Offer meint 60 b thighs ys; and 
not a few, for' ſcar of loft 
hereupon Offer d Tricenſe, 


* their — 


ted all they had, rather than they Wild fin 
gainſt God; he generouſly call'd thoſe back; 
who had laid down their Impl upon 
the account of Conſcience, and choſe them 
for-his Friends, and Baniſhd the other, that 
had conſented to his Unjuſt Decree,” ſaying, 
That Men who were not true to their God, 9 


never be true to their Prince: And the fame 


may be faid of theſe Violations of Solemn 
Promiſes, made to the Almi hey ; Men 
that can deal fo unworthily wit him, How 
ſhould they deal honeſtl wy their Neigh- 
bours ? So that in breaking our Vows, - we 
cancel that Obligation, * nch muſt make 
us honeſt in our Dealings; and ſhould all 
Men do ſo, Human Societies would ſoon 
come to an end, and all ener drop into 
Diſorder and Confuſion.” | 

6. How can God believe us, okay: ſuch 1 
violations of ourVows, in caſe aſterward we 


come to ſtand in need of his help, and to 


move him to Pity, fall a r again? 


N juſtly may __ | anfwer, us he did the 


Hale 
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come to lie upon his Death. Bed, 8 ad cry'd 
out ſor Mercy, God hath ſtop'd his Ears, 
and as good as ſaid, -Wher jou" ſtretch * forth * 


Hinds, I will bike mine Fer and when 
ap teen ne 

| 00A. SAO 1 
It is 4 of Bas, Heb. 11% mee 
ht the Inheritance of his Brother*s Bleſſing 
carefully with Tears, but found no place of * 
pentance, i. e. With all his Tears and Pray= 
ers, he could not make his aged Father un. 
do, what he had done, or take away the 
Blefſing from him, to —_ he had already 
bas. it: And truly, after ſuch violati- 
ons of our Vows, we have reaſon to ſear, 
that God * 
in the time 
ſhall be 


Purity and -Holinefs ; ve may 
char God will not fer much. by 


- 


ill deny us that Grace we beg for i 
of our Extremity, or that we 


dad; BALE IG ow * 
breaks his Vows, or makes no Conſeience of 


 Kneping them, knows-.not. Where he ſhall. 


— for no-Sin after this can come a- 
mits/to him, he gs ing every Evil 


Work, for Murder, Adultery, Deceit, and 
all other Wickedne ang is now ready to 
do any thing the Devil bids him. But what 


hath been faid ſhall ſuſſice. I conclude this 
Point with St. Auſtius Words in his Epifle 
to Pauliuus, Having once Vor'd, thou art no 
mere thine own Maſter, and thou dareſt not. do 
otherwiſe ; if thou do not what than bath Pro- 
wmiſed, thou art infinitely worſe than thou wert, 
before thus didſi Vor. Thou hadſt nut then been 
worſe, | but onely leſs boly ; but if tboa break*ft 
thy Word with God, thou'art more wretched and 
miſerable ; and therefore bow much wes wilt 


. . i. 
The Pray .. 
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| by 5 "Promiſes ! 
' impoſe upon thee, 55 
eee 


Patient, therefe ore I am not nals wag 
" Jon, 50 I promiſe thee 


ſuch 4 one as 
entertain-greater „e thee ! 
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ts; - For how lig ht haye I wks « of 1 
have I ſought to 
God ! How have I 1 
1 N my Prarie have laid upon 
ſamel imes oke thoſe Promiſes ! 
ws treacherows Creature that I am; . op 
expect thos ſhouldeſt p Ana thy Promiſes made 
to me, men J I am. jo c releſs of obſerving and 
performing of mine to thee! Thou art infinitely 
br 3 
1 a je 
Greatneſs *. ce, and Holineſs . —— 
e — me not think 
cauſe thou art ſilent, t not preſently pu- 
fo. my Poa that thou. 2 
0 inſtruct me, that 1 may 
If I enter in- 


t0'4 Vow at any time, rf me powerfully with 


thy Spirit, that I may aft according to the Word 


4t th 


5 


that in gone ont af my Lips. As I make thee ] 


Ju and Witneſs in my Voms,: ſo let me re- 


that my Witneſs xs Omniſcient, and my 
Tudge hath Magacine of Vengeance at c 
ie any inconvenience rather than be 
r O keep me 22 migh- 
ty Power, that my Heart may be treacherous no 
more. O let me remember at Aſercies 125 
Hands, el de eit my Right to 


hy _ 
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13 e N ery Togu that Shut wa 
i -: to violate. this bi Tired ond. O lei me loo 

| # a5 4 moſt holy thing, and let 1 me dread all pro- | 
mation of it. As I atfign N 125 
| ows to by fy av wy Ur? 70 th Null, fo e thou 
1 entreated to Riba my Deſi 7 8 and to keep my 
lk: Soul, th Tyeldnot to ptations of: Peda 
oufneſs, but may Triatsph over my Corraptions, 
and be more than 4 Conqueror through him that. 
loved me, the Lord eſus Chriſt, to whom with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, be all Honour and. 
N Worls without end. Amen. 


"Fi ily. A Exerciſe land: Aid 
MES , Joel 2. 15. Mat. 6. 16, 77 
18, 19. Lale 2. 37. Ack, 13. 2. 1 Cor. 7. 
By Faſting, I mean, either a total AbRi- 
nence fron Meat and Drink, or where Na- 
rare is not Able to bear it, Abſtinence from 
all pleaſant Food, or latable Meatand 
Drink, for both theſe fa under the Notion 
of Faſting, as we fee, Daz. 10. 3. And the 


* end of this Abſtinence mult be ſequeſtring | 

| our Thoughts from the World, or dedica- | 
* our ſelves to'God, which makes it a | 

; Religious Faſt, and a Faft that God hath 


choſen,” and. an Exerciſe unto Godlineſs; 
without this Qualification, Faſting, comes 
not within the Compaſs of Religivus Exet- 
eiſes; and he that Faſts to cure a Surſeit, or. 
to _ himſelf a better Stomach, or er becauſe . 


F chal pity ind his Conirmtions 
* does God no Ser 5. yl it, bironty gre gra- ; 
rifles himſelf. Z fa 3 43-05 


Faſts are bemmoaly diſtiogaifh'd | into Jon. 3.6, 7. 


publick and private, and as the publick are 29: 


Commanded and Ordered; either by the 7% . 


civil Magiſtrates or the Governors of the 1 
Church, either to prevent a publick Judg- mo 
—_— it, if it bealready come; «dv. 2h- 


the Memory of ſome Areadful © 13. 


Cs t hath 3 oppreſſed a 
People, 5 private is inſtituted and mana. 


ged, either by Maſters of Families, or by 
private Chri — to quicken themſelves 
in Duty: And:theſe 8 Faſts ate the 
things that T ſball chieff preſs and inſiſt 
upon, not but that a C — is ob 
cheerfully to embrace the Opportunity of 
publick Humiliations, but they being or- 
der*d but ſeldom, his Religious Concerns lay 13 
2 Neceſſity upon him to uſe this Exerciſe 

more frequently in the place” where he | 
dwells, or OMourns. 

Nor is this a New Exerciſe; we clad 

upon you, but ſuch a one as the Church of 

God hath in all Ages, made uſe of to ob- c 
tain God's Favour; and the Light of his 
Countenance. The Jewiſh Charch, after that 
Moſes had led the way in Faſting Days, 
and Forty Nights, ſoon” lead to keep 
Fg of e ah. ok the eden #4 


their Souls, i. e. to Faſt —_ 


3 

*\ v4. 
Preeſſes and ures, 
| went barefoot, confeſſed their Sins, hewailed | 


tenth 1 Day. 


| of the feventh;Month, or-Seprember, by 4 


2 


curious 


xpiation and not only a 
om Meat, + 22d they nar.caly 
all manner of Pl 


them, and cry d mightily. unto to he 
merciful to 10 chem ris 5 or ſor 
—_— "as — 


5 
f e ſor 4 


we may ſuppoſe, private 
Men, when any Preſſures, or Miſeries 


threatned 3 did the like. Not 
after, when « Jong 


thought fit to 
Jeraſalom, and 4 x 
and the goadly. Temple was 


his Wrath 
tants ther 


 deſtroy'd. and. burnt down. to the Ground, 
the Jews t 


hought themſelves obliged to make 
more frequent uſe Aud ane Ae 
D they —— olemn, An- 
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murder Chriſt, and on Bride), the Saviour 
. oy the-World died.” And theſe heſe two ſtand. 


2 , "Blends they 
aſp.06- and ſaid: 
2 2 lib. the N Sharks: Hour, ! Soy "M Clock i 
1 den the > Afternoon, and ſome, a: as Montane: his 
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my Readers to 

eſe Gyants in Faſting, | 

Bok Seriouſneſs ex- 

| m'd of be g Chri- 

male Religious Abſtinence your 
gore ome ent Exerciſe ; and to this put- 


— 5 ill be ce e to 3 None 


* x 


lieve, that ſuch humiliations' and abaſements 
are prevalent with the Deity.” © 
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aſting is an acknowledgment of 


and Drink upon a Religious account, con- 


feſſes that he hath deſerv'd to be ftary'd 50 


death; and it is natural ſor Mankind to be- 


II. Whey 


of our Friends, or Relations or. 
Neightour or 3 4 


into more than ordinary trouble, 


our 21 i and tenderneſs to their 'dif- 
conſolate eftate is beſt expreſs'd by Faſtin 
and Sup plications, and in this alſo David's 


: 


Exampl e is remarkable, who went ſo far in 
his Charity, as to Faſt even for ſeeming 


Friends, but real Enemies, 9 5. 13. But 
| as for me, when th 4 were * cloat hing was 
oul with Fuſting, and” 
my Prajer returned into my own Boſom,” i, e. 
was anſwer, and heard, and they were de- 
liver'd.. Selfiſhneſs hath ſo prevaiPd in the 
Age we live in, that we think it ſcarce worth 
the trouble of a Faſt, to procure God's Mer- 
cy for ourſelves, mu ch les for others. Good 


ed my 


Lord! What an unbelieving World is this! ' 


A 


5 a ihe , hs n . * 4 375 "ah 
' rayers t be mo 
5 N The fame thing e when ns | 
4 Cop + e I 2 1 55 1 God 
7 afie ay all Night apon 
1 Earth % Link 
our Vleneſs, and he that abſtains from Meat 
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Men believe not that God will work any- - 


mighty Work upon their Faſting, and there- 
fore ſlight it. Heretoſore Men 'beliey'd it, 
E BY 9 and God ue — 
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| and yas entreated not only br, th 

1 their Neighbours and Relations 08. 
HI. When we.wonld be rid of a ps OY 

Laf or: Aﬀedtion';, Faſting in "theſe Cafes 

weakning the Body, weakens .fuch Luſts 


and Affections too, fe: have too. great 


Ruffin. Þ 
g. devit. 
Monach. - 
$eF. 66, 


dependance . 505 the Body, and are Fon 4 


15 eus, as t is pamper'd. and 

and what G ys of rhe EY 
rit, Marsh. 17. 21. may bemolt truly 99100 
to hk Luſts, This: 105A oes nat Out bat Fast. 
ing and Prayer. ' "Thos 2 are certainly 
Enemies to our Souls, f. r they. war againſt 
them in St. Peter's, Phraſe, 1 Pe. 2. 11. and 
as à General that nl to take a ſtrong 
Town, cuts off their Proviſion, and will not 
ſuffer any Corn or other Providion to be ot At. 
4% ber, whence it comes to paß, t af. 

Enemy muſt neceſſarily at laſt yield bim 
ſelf, ſo inordinate Luſts aſk be itary'de out, 
and if you bring a Famine upon them, 5% 


take — their ſtrength, and deprive them 
of their courage, an bricknefs, Aid Moſes 


in Bains, for. what is ſtronger 7 22 a. br. 
on, yet let him want his Food and he | 
comes 2s weak as the ſeebleſt Animal. 

IV. When we tand in need of GGraze, or JET 
| Pirtuoms pon of Congaeſt 'of ſome partic: 
larly Temptation. 1 Mae Ca + 0 
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| and God des no hing rocſuch Iftercefſ 1 
- © bp 16. And indeed, where 
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Bethleliem, - 2 Sam. 23. 1 5. T | | 
him, ſome i in the runmye Chure h to 1 ö 


N chearſulneſs in Want, When they ae U 
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ü though their Appery . wis eager 2 85 „ 
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—— — and in the 
aide of their hunger and greedineſs after 
Meat, and roſe from Table, and forbore eat - 
ing, or caus d all to be taken away, and con- 

'd faſting, and all to learn Self 5 


. When we L 05 

1 it's 7 f to conſecrate it with 4 Fat. So 
 Ehbri#t enter d upon his Office" of Prophet 
With Faſting, Matth. 4, 1, 2. and St Paul and 

| Barnabas, when ordain'd to be Preachers of 

the Word, began that tremendous Work 

with Faſti on Roſy A 13.3. a thing 

ſo decent, Heathens have ſeen 

the e of i Was the reaſon 

thoſe that were N going to conſult the 

Grade were obliged to faſt, and thoſe that 

en! tb. were to be admitted to Sacrifice or Miniſter 
Flas tothe Egyptian Ife, were commanded to faſt 
4 1/4. & ten Days, and thoſe that were to be Prieſts 
= Jupiter were ordered to abſtain from all 
Riel, and things that were heated by Fire, 

and they among the Indian Philoſophers, that 


were initiated into the Service or Worſhip of 


the Sun, durſt drink neither Wine, nor oo 
any Fleſh: and Amphi araus laid it down =y 


Fla: 
ay ol Rule, that thoſe that came to receive 


* 35 | ive the true and clear meaning of the Ora 
tres themſelves of alk Food one 


| 8 ö 


facies, 
e eeing 
the [emple and Cy of Jer wa he deſolate 
and in rubbiſh, he faſted ting 

Wrath and Indgantzß againſt his 


People; Dan. Io. 3. and on the ſame 22 
15. 


count St. Oyrian applied himſelf to this Ex- 
erciſe, when the Church was griey 
2 by the Pagans, and good reaſon; 


that he, ! is a Member of the Church, 


ſhould make the Church's Concern, his 
own, and burn as it were, when that burns, 

and be weak when than is weak, — hy 
afflicted when that is afflicted. So much the 
relation . private Chriſtian hath to 
that Myſtical Body doth import, without 
Which 
of that body, as Warts, and Wens are in 


Bodies natural, Deformities rather than Or- 
naments, and which merit reſection more 


than conſervation. The Heathens themſelves 
when frighted with the Prodigies of Hea- 
ven, inſtituted a Faſt to the Honour of the 
Goddeſs Ceres.” Whether they had this way 
of Worſhip from: the Jem, or from the 
dictates of the law of Nature is not mate- 
rial. Tt ſhews, how ready wiſe Men are t 
San "the - public Neceſſities, and 


is no Member, but an excrement 


„ And hatred of Sin, 7 


| Adultery, ernte 
foe phemy, Atheiſm, Kc. and 
8 b ſhauld keep a falt a. 
o 2 unto 
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„ Sdech Sine eat deepin 


| 8 Mock, faſts, ire ſo far from 
W the fin $4 the fumes 
8 fuck Dainties oppreks'i it as much as 
Will do. The Ancient ie indeed wa a 
their Enespay le, fometimes in their Fa fits, e- 
£3 in the 39 before Eafter, 0 Con. 


tn. "But that Was but 
1 Nature from fainting, there 
e houtiſhment in them, and in 
. of thoſe Chriſtians, a Man may 
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Saints, who had the cleareſt Apprehenſions of hy 
Will, run, and ſweat, and toil for a future Bliff, 
| and ſhall I imagine, that Lazaneſs. will procure - 
that Kingdom ? O Lord, leave me not. © Bid 
me riſe, and ſtrive to apprehend that for whith I 
am alſo apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. I fight un- 
der the Banner of the be#t of Princes, O let me 
fo run that I may obtain, and hear the Voice of 
the Bridegroom, Enter into thy Maſter's Joy. 
This mill recompence all. I IT arrive to this, 1 
| ſhall be no loſer by thy Service. I have followed 
the World too long, and have got nothing but 
vanity and vexation of Spirit. It promiſed me 
much, but my Soul is empty ſtill. If once I af- 
cend into that City, where all Tears ſhall be wip'd 
away, where I ſhall not need the light of the Sun, 
and Moon, and Stars, where God himſelf is the 
everlaſting Light : Whatever Troubles, whate- 
ver Miferies I went through here, they will all be 
forgotten, they will all be ſwallowed up, they will 
all be loſt in that vaſt Ocean of Lizht and Glory. 
O make me weary of this Wil neſs. I have man- 
der'd too long in this Deſart. Heaven is my 
| Home. Let that engroſs my Deſires, my Hopes, 
m Expettations, my 9 , my Love, my Afﬀettions. 
I am a ſtranger upon Earth, let me live like 4 
ſtranger here, Draw me, draw me, thun Everlaſ= 
ins Magnet, that I may cling to thee, and neither 
Death, nor 1 4 neither Proſperity, nar Adverſi- 
ty, neither the Smiles, nor the Fromns of the © 
World, may ſeparate me from that Love which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Amen. 
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dence” and Gravity of Matr6ns; and Ma- 
trons endow'd with Virginal Modeſty and 
Chaſtity, Men of Gray-Hairs, and old in 
Years, but Children in Malice, Pride and 
Ambition; and it was hard to ay, which 
were the Old,. and which the Young Diſci- 
ples'; for the younger ſort ſtrove to equal, if 
not exceed the elder in Devotion. 

Holineſs was their Ornament, and Men 
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ſpeck he was th worthy of. 
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1 whey = What was in the 
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5 the Soul can be ſuppos d 
to give the Body, the ſame 3 the art 


88 afford to the beni World; 
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into Holineſs: On he other fide, as the Bo- 

dy afflicteth the Soul, ſo did the World per- 
ſecute thoſe firſt Chriſtians; as the wad 
makes. the Soul live uneaſy, 10 did they 
 commaode theſe excellent Men; as the Body 
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monitions of the Soul, ſothe World did put ne 
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8 came- the) 1 7755 2 Man without a Wo: ns: Jv 
k ma and © iracle of their Birth was iin 
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Spirit, - that. rais'd the Migh JES VS | 
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dies, and transform 'd them into New Crea- ET 
tures, „ 
They Were 4 Camiiichivealch made is 
of Great and Low, of Rulers and Underlins, | 
of governors and Subjects; and yet n 
Was more hard, than to diſt | one from 
the other ; for whatever the difference might 
7 elteem'd one another equal, and 1 ü 
theie 2arriage one would have concluc 
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1 | Men were more | known. by;their Munifi- 

38 cence and Good-deeds, than by their Coats of 2 
F 1 Arms, Or. Splendor of their Office. 5 

it: oy They ſcem'd to be all of the fame Kin- 

14 dred; ſor the Aged they honour'd as Fa- 

| thers, and the. Youths they tender'd as their 


Children. . Thoſe of the wel ge call d one 
another Brethren, „ and theſe — were the 
Names they gave one another; and in theſe 
Titles they gloried more, than Men now.: 

days do in the loſty E pithets of Duke, E 

Baron, Rui bt, or F207 w4 4 5 
You might ſee Brow chem W 
of Mothers that never, had any Children, 
and, Virgins took care of innocent Babes, as 
ab the W had been Mothers. No Family com- 
lain'd of Barrenneſs or Unfruitfulneß, for 

never wanted Children to provide for ; 

they thoſe that had none of er 6 own, would 
be ſure to find ſome to take care of, None 
wanted paternal Care, while ſo many Fa- 
thers ſtudy'd to do good, and Men were 
readier to Give, than others were to Ask, 
and ſeem'd to. be forrowful if they had not 
Objects, upon which er might exerciſe a 
paternal Charity. 
There waShardly a Widow among them 
that complain d of Soll rineſsor ſouglit Com- 
fort; in a ſecond Husband,and ſecond Marriage 
. Fe en better thah Adultery. Their 
idows PL & en that hey were a 
ttleir 
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N 5 
. X , EF. * 4 * * ' 
Siſters of many Brethren, they aim'd at O 


if they were found worthy, would, as the 
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other Contract, but that wit Chriſt, WHO 
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thought, marry them at laſt to the Servios 
of the Church, here: they might exerciſe 


that Maternal Care to the Poor and Needy, 


which formerly they uſed to expreſs to their 


own Children. Here you ſhould ſee none 
Rejoycing that he had any thing of his o] n; 

for whatever he had, he look d upon his Fel- 
low-Chriſtians as Co- heirs; and was fo well 


contented, that they ſhould inherit with him, 
that he thought, that which he had a Bur- 
his Poſſeſſions. This preſent Liſe was tlie 


leaſt thing they minded, while that to come; 
engroſs d their Thoughts and Conſiderations. 


They were ſo entirely Chriſtians, that in 
not ſor bein * Any f thing i elſe, leſt if they 
ſhould; be ſomething elſe, they ſhould bs 
ſuſpected of deviating from their Maſter's 


Foot-ſteps. | 0 ; = FN ; «7 . 5 4 wh 1 
Hence it was, that the Paransaccus'd them 


of Unrighteouſneſs, and Unprofitableneſs, as ; 
if they were dead Weights in the World 


contributing nothing to the Welfare and 


Proſperity of Mankind, and as if they ſtood 
for Cyphers in Human Societies, though 


none were mare ready to communicate of 
. "5 x TR 


7 were nothing elſe, and cared 
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co on purpoſe keep 
glaſe to their ling nd Protection, that 


might be able to relieve the Needy. 
And though they were loath' to take up- 
on them the Employment of Magiſtrates 
and Governors, leſt the Emperor's and God's 


t ny 668 tha 


Commands ſhould-claſh, and they lie under 


a Temptation of obeying Man more than 

God; yet whenever they were thought wor- 

thy to — Office in the Church, they rea- 

dily embraced the Charge, that they might 

be in a greater Capacity to improve the Ta- 
nts God had given them, to his GI ry, an 
us Peoples good, and were pleaſed wi 


ſee t 


had no defign of aig or worldly 
Interel N 


in the Adminiſt ration 


were always Great and Heavenly; : 
they look d upon ſublunary Objects, as too 
mean for their loſty Minds to reſt on, ſo their 
Care was to keepthe Eye of their Under- 


ſtandings fix d on that World, Which fades 
not away. 


21% the Beef Werke 


thagoreuns, anda kind of Dumb-Men ; but 


CHRIST was named, perloct Peripatericks 


and no Philoſophers. would be freer in their 


Diſcourſes than they. Their Buſineſs was 


10 ae norepratk Sen Magere; and the 
d Name 


Trouble of the Office, that World might 3 


"They ſpake little, but their: Thought | 


hey wore Pj- | 


when they met ane with the other, and 


de dd 0 TRE. them. 
tough there were various e af Mi th 
— 7 — Ecolefiaſticks, Lay- men, Vir 
Vidows, marry'd Perſons, Confefſors, 
anal and Friends; yet the Name Chri- 
far allowed u all, and in this they 
triumph'd be e all other Titles in the 
World; 8 555 made Attalus in Euſebias, 
when the Governor ask d him, What Coun- 
tryman he was ? Who his Father and Mo- 
5 8 Were? What Trade, Proſeſſion and 
E * ment he was of? Whether he was 
Ric or Poor? gave no other Anſwer, but 
this, That he was a Chriſtian. And Ie 
39 did the excellent Blandine, And by 
_ this Anſwer they gave the World to Ou 
ſtand, that their Kindred, Pedigree, - Nobi- 
lity, Trade, Profeſſion, Blood, Ge, did all 
conſiſt in this one Thing, and that beyond 
ny there could be no er Honour and 
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| N N ben Communications. or An in 
common Diſcourſe were Yea, yea, and | 
Nay, nay. An Oath, they ſhunn'd as much 

as Ferjury, anda Lye among them was more 
rare, than a Sea-Monſter was to the Inha- 
bitants of a Continent ; for they ſaid, 2 
in their Baptiſm they were ſign'd with the 
Mark of Truth, and that they could not 
be Servants of the God of Truth, if they 
ſhould yield but to the leaſt appearance of. 


Falſhood. 
St Tis CHRIST, 
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* * "7 TH WI 4 _”m_ e Ch. 
i r ty: dA Word * 
mong them, and they heard nothing with 
greater joy, than that gloriqus Name, His 
ath 4nd Sufferings rais d their Souls, and 
his Crofs was more precious'to them, than 
Rubies, Hereby they learn'd to deſpiſe the 
World,” and the Marrow, Virtue, and Effi. 
cacy cacy of their Aeligipn, Was the Death of 
JESS. e 
This Death the N remember'd, not onl7 
t. but at their common 
Meals; and when they refreſt'd their Bo- 
dies With Meat an nd Brink they. talk'd of 


that Meat which would ſeed them to Ever- 
_ Hfting Liſe; and herein, they 'walked con- 


ary to the Cuſtom of the Drunkards of old, 

who us A to carry a Death's Head With them * 
to their Drunken Meetin 75 and ſet it up- 

on the Table, and with t Light” of that, 


and remembrance: of what the 38 muſt ſhort- 


ly come to, incourap'd themſelves in Drun- 
kenneſs, T he firſt Chriſtians remember*d 
indeed the Death' of CHRIST at their or- 
dinary T ables, but it was, to make Pain, 
and Torment, and Death, and the Croſs fa- 
miliar to them; for the Afflictions of this 
Life they look d upon, as the Midwives, 
oF probed their new Birth, and the beſt 
Companions of their Faith, and the faith 


fulleſt Nurſes of their Hopes, 


In the Cities and Towns where. they liv'd, 


NONE Was e to the other ; 5 *. they 


P 35 Y | 


a q 
9 N 


pirayid together, heard the Word together, 11 
met frequently at Meals together, and were 
continually helpful one to the other; inſo- 
much that wherever they met, they knew 
one anqther; and when they durſt ngt with 
- their Lips, yet with their Eyes and Geſtures, 
they une one another, ſend Kiſſes of 
Peace one to another, rejoyce in the common 
Hope, and if permitted, aſſiſt one another in 
Adverlities. This is one of us, ſaith ſuch a 
Saint, for we have ſeen him in our Orataries, 
we have pray'd with him, we haye been at 
the Lord's Table together, wehave heard the 
Scriptures read together, we have kneePd to- 
1 5 we have been inſtructed together. O 
_ happy Kindre ! which comes by Prayer, 
and Communion of the Body and Blood of 
JESUS! Q Bleſſed Relations! where Men 
are not calfd Brothers of the Sun ot of the 
Stars, as the Ancient Tyrants ſtyPd"them- 
ſelves, but Brethren of CHRIST, Childten 
of GOD, and Citizens of Heaven?! 
When a Chriſtian, who was a Strängen, 
came to them, beſore ever he _ihew'd his 
Teſtimonials, they knew him by his "lean 
Viſage, and meager Face, which his fre- 
| Nee g had brought him to, by the 
0 


odeſty of his Eyes, by the Gravity of his 
Speech, by his Gate, and Habit, and mor- 
rify'd Behaviour, for ſomething Divine did 

ine through their Looks, and One might 
read the Characters of the Spirit in their 
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Cou Wande. Nor is it v very ſtrange that 
a > A Man ſhould be known by his Car- 
riage; for to this Day, a rig Perſon, 
9 though he fays nothing, ſomething in his 
Lineaments, and Features, and Poſtures, 
will. betray the inward Zeal, and Sincerity 
of his Soul ; and his Deportment Will diſco- 
ver, there is ſomething more than ordinary 
in N as much as the Roman Senator was 

1 e y the Perfumes about him. IF 
enever they were thruſt into the 
ted of Maleſivrs, their Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians ſoon guels'd who. they were; for 
they haſtned with Meek [els to their Mar- 
rdom, without expreffing any Impatience, 
or Indignation, ſubrojtted their Necks to the 

ſtroke of the Axe, prepar'd for them. They 

us d to look frequently up to Heaven, Wh 
One might by their Smiles ſe, that betwixt 
GOD, and them, there was more than or- 


— — = — & — — — "Peony es w 
3 a — — — — Iu 24 ef — 3 237 — 2 
w ESO ov Me 4 -— wa — 64 1 wy 0 « * 


— wo 
—— — 
* 


. WOES a ae 
TT ..- EAVES. —— — — — * 
"AS » DFT TX - 


1 dina nary Correſpondence. Sometimes 95 
wa: - would provoke the Executioners to be 
1 their Torments, and be earneſt with Fe 
|'F  Hatiginan not to delay their Agonies. Some- 


* times they would laugh at the Pain they 
ſuffer d, and in the ver Jaws of Death be. 
tray a taſte of Immortality. They look d 
upon Chriſtianity, as a . neige x. that 
caught them to fu r yaliantly ; and to them 
it was no other but a, Science, to inſtruct 
Men to deſpiſe Riches, Honours, and Tor- 

ments too, in order to „ de. 
N | ir. 
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N 'of 2 e 
r - Prefidertts its, and © Paſtors, were 


ry no other Cd but that of 15 


Offleiouſneſs, and Charity, nor had their Shep- 


| herds any other Mark to be diſtinguiſh'd by, 5 
but their ee to advance the good of 


the Sheep, an 


their readineſs to ever 


he Chriſtians in general known by their 
mutual Love, and kind Offices. 
111 any fell ſick, the reſt did chearkilly 


run to comfort him ; and this Emplymen 14 


their Women were chiefly àmbitious 4 
who ſeldom ftirr'd out of their own Houſes, 
but po 

ſorted to their Oratories. I hey were ſeen 
but rarely in the Streets, except ſuch cha- 
3 3 N calld thein forth ; for 
none deny*d her Neighbour her Cate, nor 
could any 2 worklly Reſpelts a them 
from tliat Officiouſneſs. * 

If any were Rich, or Noble, 


114 


Women of the nugheſt Deſcent Were the for- 
watdeft to afift the Calamitous. in their 
Need; for Religion had mortify'd' f in them 

Punctilio s of, Honour and "State, anc 
; malt them remember, that in CHRIST 


1 > 


they were all equal. She in whoſe. Veins 


the Hobleſt Blood did run, walls ſay of her 
p : or diſtreſſed Neighbour, ſhe is my Siſter, 


50d Word and Work. And indeed ſo del 


1 ſuch Occaſions, and when they re- 


f ey wer 
the reatier to expreſs their Compadſion, 855 | 


5 De TOI, one that hath 8 1 


. ancient... 1 is my 13 wa ſaid f he, 
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younger, ſhe is my Daughter ; nor 
theſe Expreſſions of courſe only, but they 8 
were Written in their Hearts, and their 


Lips ſpoke, what their Minds believ'd, and 


theſe Words were. at once pronounc'd,. and 
thought. Hence it was, that the greateſt 
Ladies touch'd their pooreſt Nes ee 4 
Sores, bound up 1 | Wounds, + apply'd 
Plaiſters to them, Mp4 e their Beds and 


rended them, as t the meaneſt Servants. 


Here you might ſee the Induſtry of one, 
there th ene and Patience f5not her ; 


one would turn the ſick Siſter, the 9 


help her up, the third dreſs her, the fourth 
ſeed her, and in all this the fiek Creature ſaw, 
as it were, the Face of the Lord: JES VFS. 

She that tended the ſick, look*dupon Cinis r 
in her that wWas ſick, and ſhe far was flick, 


thought ſhe aw C's K 1 1, in the Perſon : 


that tended her. So Di vine,. ſo Heavenly 
were their Works of Mercy that one Was 
to the other in G o D's ite * and that Say- 
ing of CYx15T, What. Jas, have done unto 
the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, jou have dane it 
wnto me, did not depart, from their Memo- 
ries. Thus ſtood: Th Caſe with the Holy 


Women then, and this "2 1 15 they 


reap'd by their charitable Care, that when 
thier Husband' dy'd, they wete taken a5 
wha nel into me we | Oh 8 or thus 


* then 
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Religion, all that knew them would fly to vis 


If any oſ them were driven into Exile, in 
every place they met with Brethren, and 
Fellow-Chriſtians, and theſe would run to 
them, comfort them, lead them into their 
Houſes, and treat them as Members of their 
own Family, eſpecially, when by Letters 
from their Brethren, they underſtood, that 
for Cu x IS 1's ſake they were driven from 
their Native Home. „ 
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were any © con to whe TY Mine 

Quar the Neig hbourtng Chee 

| 175 of it, would 2: come. to- 

: ts help the innocent Man, endeavour 

fo make his burden light, fed him with Vi- 

23-0 = Bri affiſt kim in the Fergrinung | 
28 

ene any of e ſent through the Ma: 
lies of the "Heathen Gr yernor 5 the Cor- 
rection-Houſe, or forc'd to labour hard in 
Eaves and Hens, or lartientably ſegurg d, 
beaten, and abus'd for che Name gf the 
Ford JESUS. The reft that heard of it, 
d not complain, nor think their Bre- 

ren unhappy, but rather count them- 

ves ſo, nt they Were not counted 
Loth to ſuffer for the Name of FE SUS; 
and therefore would wiſh” that this W 
be their Lot and Portion too. 

If the Fury of Tyrants k of re- 
barten at any time, and the impriſon's 15 
afflicted Believers got leave to return home 
again, ſome wounded, fone Bruisd, ſome 
with disjoynted Bones, ſome. half Burnt, 
fome Maim'd, ſome with one Arm, ſome 
with one Eye, ſome with one Leg onl 
their Friends would run out to them, a 15 
ftriyewho ſhould firſt receive them into 
their Houſes. Happy the Man that. could 
kifs their Wounds, and refreſh them web 
Neceſfaries and CROFT. A . 5 
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* . pp tg 
* er 495 Man could harbour . a Chri- | 
fon be bis Houle, the happier he thougt 
himſelf to be. And ſuch Men as had thus 
ſuffer d for Cux1sT, they honour'd for the 

ſuture, and eſteem'd them equal with their 


Paſtors and Preſidents. Indeetl, out of theſe 


they choſe their Biſhops, thinking thoſe fits 


ne 
ready made themſclves a Sacrifice for him. 
Thus Men purchas'd the Degree of Paſtors 


by their Maine, and their, eminent. _ 
City, which preſs'd throu rough Wounds and 
Tartures for the Name of CHRIS r, pre- 


par'd them for that Function. Men * 


were ſtrong to ſuffer, they juſtly thought 


might he oi 60 os, in G Church, 


that had been ſuch Champions for 
the 18 ruth, they look d upon | 


R en to. fenc 


Nor did their Kindneſs * ont t 
their Friends, but reach'd even to thei 


greateſt Enemies; and they that juſt beſore 
were 1 . by them, 5 their Perſecu- 


tors fell ſick, or were afflicted, or the Plague 
of Cop came upon them, theſe injurd 
Chriſtians would offer their Services, ſup- 
port them, comfort them, admoniſh them, 
attend at their Bed-ſide, and lend a helping · 


1 beach cheriſh them, ſupple their Sores, re. 


lieve them, and with a Pity reat and mag: 
e * over their 
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to the Adiazement m uche Fern i World, who | 


% were now ready to look * them as An- 
when juſt b before they thought them as 


. was the leaſt 1 trolled 
Wert nor did Want fit ſo heavy on their 
Souls, as it doth on ours; for they had 
learn'd to undervalue Riches; - and that 
which made them flight it, were theſe two 

hi RS Doctrine had wade 


2» 


on their Souls; _Y 
1. That funk deep into ther Reitt 

That here we have no continuing City, 2 

we ſeek one to come. That all we ſee here, 


is but ſhadow, and imagery, but the Sub 


ſtance is not yet viſible; that the Faſhion 
of this World will paſs away, and theGaudes 
and Glories below the Moon afford no real 
Satisfaction. This made it ridiculous in 
their Eyes, to ſhatch at a Butter- fly or a 
flying Feather; and they rationally be liev'd, 


that Whatever is ſubject to time, and - aps 


will certainly make itſelf Wings, and ee 


away, and leave the Soul as empty as it 
found it, and that therefore their Thoughts 


muſt be turn'd another Way, even there 


2. Another N 


Where conſtant Satisfaction, laſting Content, 
permanent Happineſs, perfect Beauty, and 
uninterrupted Joys are to be found; and 
indeed, this duly Weigl d, will breed a migli- 
ty Contempt of temporal Things, and a cer. 
| one FIERCE of future Bliſs. Ait 
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+ Perſon of Quality. 
. Another thing that did no leſs contri= _ Hl 
bute towards it, was, their Belief, that tun 8 
End of the World was at hand, and tze 
Day of Judgment approaching; The time 
is hort, cry'd their Paſtors, * Lo x p is 11 
coming, He will be upon you before you are 4K | 
aware; to What purpoſe will ye treaſure u ß 
Riches, Lands, Goods, Houſes, which the F | 
Fire will ſhortly conſume, and carry away? T0 
Hence it was, that they liv'd every Mo- 
ment in expettation of the Laſt Day, and 
troubled not their Heads with thinking how 
they ſhould fill their Barns, and their Coſ⸗ 
fers; for they knew not how long they 
ſhould enjoy them; and no marvel, if un- 
der theſe Thoughts and Circumſtances, they 
freely parted with their worldly Goods, 
fold their Lands and Houſes, and bought 
no more, and brought what they had, and 
laid it down at the Apoſtles Feet, that they 
might follow a Naked Saviour naked. _ 
Nor did the Care of their Children fill 
their Hearts with anxious Thoughts; for 
they were ſenſible, that whenever the 
Church had notice of their Want, they 
would certainly be reliev'd, and look*d ab. 
ter; for as many Fathers and Mothers left 
their Eſtates, and what they had to the 
Church, ſo the Church imploy'd thoſe Le- 
acies, or Gifts, to ſupport all thoſe that 
ſhould be neceſſitous. Beſides this thbeir 
Faſtors both by their Doctrine and Exatn= ' -. 


Since... © 

; IS, 
EIS 
3 


e Loa 
i ad«onift'd chem to bedllgent in'work- 
with their own Hands, that they mi = 
3 not only to be benificial to 
chemſelves, but to * * and babes 5 
th thought they did little or nothing, 

3 they got, they did not communi- 
ute to thoſe, Who were not able to _ 
themſelves. - 


They had noching that was ſuperfluous . 
and hence it w t there was but little 


ſtriving about what they left. To lay up 
much Goods Orr many Years, they thought 
was fitter for Heathens than for Chriſtians; 
and having ſeen no ſuch thing in their Ma- 
fer, they could not tell, how it Be 
proper in his Servants. 
They believ'd, that it was s hate Paſtors 
Office to take Cate of all, to maintain the 
Poor, and to diſtribute to all according to 
heir ſeveral Neceſſities ; for ſince Gop took. 
that Care upon him to Feed the World, they 
thought, it would not be unbecoming his 
Miniſters to do ſo too. This made them en- 
truſt. at firſt the Apoſtles, and aſterwards 
2 piritual _— with what they could 
&, do receive.0 them again, when they 
Mud Rand in need. * now thy 
Teachers 2044 truly become their Fathers, 
and they acknowledg'd themſelves to be 
their Children; and owning them for their 
Fathers, they gave them a ight to Admo- 
aiſh them, to Correct, to Reprove hein, 
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01 them, and to Lend ten 4 
bn, and ;own'd a ſtrong 99 on at 
fame | time w Love, Honour, 
oh. rhe Lumber 
was _ 1 prodigioully Wer 
not theit Jumbers t. out 2M6-1 to their Pas 00 
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ſelves out 0 r G O D, 
with Moſes, were contented to b 
ed with People all Da 15 55 to 
that Paternal Care of the 
which they had u 

their Paſtors therefore the Richer, 


1755 " 1 


then, were N | ne. 
and tn v. too it in, © 

diſperſe it again among Ba 
and admiration. of N 
lly Cares and Deſires 
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" after TR Means, who were already 
= 205 2 * 7 _ 2 5 them, 
And took delight in nothing, but urveying | 
that Glory: Which cer long they ſhould re- 
N joyce, and triumph in? : 

So that they took the Peoples Mony with- 
out any danger of Covetouſneſs. They 
were Men that had fought for CHR IS F, 
and left all to follow him; their Thoughts 
were big with the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
and conſequently with Hog wy verlaſting 
Joys; they had already of the Powers 
of the World to come, aro fo mock*d at world- 
. mindedneſs: They remember*dthat they 
Were but. Stewards” for the Poor, and Nur- 
fing-Fathers to Perſons in diſtreſs, and Pre- 
fidents of the Hoſpitals. Nor did their high 
Places make them uneaſy in their Poverty, 
for they lov'd it, and made choice of it as a 
Cckbypnicin, and a Friend. This made the 
People” love them exceedingly, not becauſe 
they took delight to ſee their Paſtors Poor, 
but becauſe 4 ſaw; that they who had ſo 
_ much Mony at their diſpoſal, would make 
no uſe of it for their own Intereſt, but were 
contentedly Poor in that Plenty, and would 
> . rather chan ſee others 
A x 
If any were ſo Malicious as to e 
their Teachers, and brand them with the 
Guilt of Covetouſneſs, or Slander them, 
nd W rl we no other N to Fut 


* * þ } 
* & , 108 
\ : _ 
* 4 1 
% 1 . 
» 


= 3 a . 


<a th Ml n W Wer e 1 I a 
= 8 > * n 4360 o 
* j * 7 r 8 WT On 
» tha <4 y by FS G Fr), Go +3 48 N e 7 2 
„ LA FP „ A 9 1 . 
Ugo ; n eee - Ke] 
KN DIY TAI H 8 


ſomewhat for Alms; to help and affiſt the 
Sick, to relive the Priſoners and Captives, 
not only ſuch as were within the Verge f 
the Town he liv'd in, but others alſo.” This | £ al 

did thoſe: Men live under Riches, as under 4 1 
Thorns, and were ſenſible of nothing ſo Os 2 "i 


Incomes. 
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. 8 but Meekneſs to the 
2 and their own Innocence by d 


daſh'd; and wip'd away all Agent 5 oy 31 


Hence the Chriſtians gave them their awn Fi 
freely; for they believ'd' they could loſe no; ĩ⅛ĩi—k 
thing by it, and long Experience had 0 1 
confirm'd that Belief, that Envy itſelf could Fi 
make no Impreſſions upon them to the con FF | 
trary; when it was in their Hands they 1 
thought it ſafer + in theit own'; and be- -þ 1 
ing hereby freed from abundance 'of Cares 5 


and N they preſs d more chear- Y 
fully on to the promigd Mark. 

11 any Chriſtian kept any b in his 
Hands, is Care Was fo to uſe his Income, 
as to give Go p the Firſt- fruits of it, to 
bring His Gifts to the Church, to lay by 
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much as this, that great Wealth, is hu A 
great Temptation to be Vain and daun 
which made them uſe this mon in their 


He that for a Kindneſs he did to bis" * 
N Ja. mag, expected a Recompence, was op "0 
k'd upon asa : Perſon greedy of filth Lu- 5 | 
= and he that could” do nothing. forthis 
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1 fn nora of the n of 
1 4 r Religion. Uſury, Intereſt, an ſuch 


Were ſcarce heard of among them 3 
Oppreſſion was a, thing, Which they 

t. none chat namid the Name of 
HAV'ST, could be guilt of. In a Word, 
Ar d nothing ſo much in tis World, 
quickly gone from it; and they _ 
„ 
-» Tounderſtand, hae ch hk to be died, 
5 4 ng to g to Cur Ts. $9 i . 

This was the Temper, Nate and Con- 
titution of that Common- wealth. The 
Sof it Jook'd mean and cuntempti- 


them Was pompous, 
Ha bi 
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V 2 or of « gentile Ex- 

at, laid aſide their Pride, and all their 

3 Welling Titles, forgot that they! were bet 
„ 2 rn, or Educayed, than othits, and be- | 
LO 2 like their Brethræn. Plaiting and Curl- 
ag the. Hair, was a ching that both their 
and Women proſcrib d from their Care, 
1 and they thought that Labour loſt, which 
1 - Was em ploy'd « on ſuch Superfluities. They 
were jealons of their ſerious frame of Spirit, 
— - and ther all ſuch Dreſſes, as ol 
te '#,, Rrveo ink Vanity into their r r 
A damp their [ma wy — 8 the 
. HS infected 8 
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— St 
© 
IF 


Tbey minded no ſuch bew things 
and Faſhions, nor did any new Habit, ar . 
Ornament that came up entice them Win- 
tation. Decency was their Rule, and Mo- 
deſty the Standard of their Habit and Con- 
verſation. They wore nothing about them 
that was either coſtly or curious, and heir 
greateſt Study and Contrivance as, how 5 
do advance their Souls, and make them fit 
dor the Wedding of the Lamb; Layiag n 
either White or Red upon the Face, or diſ- 

© Kouvih > it With ſomething Black, and bf kin 

to Hel, they knew not hat it meant. heir 

- Garments were either Linnen or Wool, 
or Purr, of Shes s-Skin;, and their Turm * 
rare Mean and Homely. W con nt} 
Without G 6 b, they in not! : 
"nt Whatever Enterprize it” was, they. — 15 
took rhemfelves to, they: nttifj'd It! * AY 


* and 1 en I they went out 


lars. but. enterta Nad —— all the 
—vhile with ſome holy Reſlections. Then 
ters and ſeeing of Plays rhey bated as _ 
thing contrary to their Krkſü en 
thoagh the Hearhen deſpisd them or ir, _ 
look d upon them as Unſociable, Men of pi- | 5 

tiful Spirits, Strangers to tit Art of Con- 
verſation, 2 wo Wehe 8 * 
„ 4 82 4 K . * 1 
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Cenſures, and triumph'd more in a good 
Conſtience; than the other could do in all the 
Vanities and Glories of Juv World, 
The World's Contempt was their Glory, and 
theꝝ were proud of being Scorn'd and Under- 
valu'd by the Vulgar Crowd, that they might 
with greater Earneſtneſs long after a better 
Inheritance. If any wanted Buſineſs, he 
would find ſome ; and they that had no 
need to Work for their Living, Work'd for 
the Poor, Idleneſs they had an Averſion 
from, as from the Root of Evil, and r 
Men and Women would do ſomething, 
which the Needy might be the better ſor. 
The greateſt Lady: would not diſdain to 
Spin, or Sow, or Knit, for her diſtreſſed 
Neighbour, and like Bees, they were ever 
buſy, and employ'd for the common Good. 
Love of the World was Death to them; 
and they thought it a certain ſign, that they 
had no Portion in CHRIS, if they did ſerve 
both Gop and Mammon. To be in the World, 
and not of the World, was their Motto; and to 
be other Men than they ſeem'd to be, was the 
ming they chiefly aim'd at. They ſeem'd to 
be profane, becauſe they would worſhip no 
Heathen Gods, but were the devouteſt Per- 
ſons in the World to the True Gov; and 
ae forgot to be Men, that they might be 
the better Chriſtians. - Not a few leſt their 
high Places, and great Dignities to become 
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Cbriſtians, 


Chriſtians. and choſe to be low and con- 
temptible in the World, that they might 
_ haye no Impediments in their way to Hear 
_ Servants never concern'd themſelves to 
get their Freedom; ſor their Maſters were 
Chriſtians, and nes were ſo; both 
cheerfully diſcharg'd their Duties one to a- 
other, and conſequently livd in perfect 1 
Peace and Unity. Many Servants, that 
might have had their Freedom, would not, 
becauſe they liv'd ſufficiently happy under 
their Believing Maſters; and while they ©® 
ſaw nothing but Love in their Maſters, © ;) 
their very Bondage was perfect Freedom 
Where a whole Family was Chriſtian, Þþ. 
they all did riſe. together, and at one and 8 
the ſame time, Pray d and Read, and Sung 1 2 
Pſalms, and obſervd one Way and Cuſtom 
in their Devotions. If one Family had any _ 
thing to do more than ordinary, the. Neigh» 
bouring Family would help them. If one 
was to Faſt, his Neighbour Faſted with 
him; If one was to Pray for ſome ſignal 
Bleſſing, his Neighbour did Pray with him; 
If one Wept, his Neighbour did Weep with 
him; Tf one Mourned, ' his Neighbour 
Mourned with him, as if both had com- 
mitted the fame Sin; In a Word, They had 
their Joys and Sorrows common, and they 
might be {aid to be all in one, and one 
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'Eacharift. 
their Friendſhip 
Were true Love-Feaſts, ànd 


| JETT, Supper. 


and where the Traveller could 


a. exceeding Krict; and "LY 


vw” 3 
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ph. Amen hi: our Faſts were bur their or 
dinary way of Livi | eue 
ſon why they were ſo holy at their Tables, 


was, becauſe for a long time- either before, 
or after Meals, they conſtantly receiv d the 
And in RN Mevtihos they ex- 
preſo'd huge Love enden dts, and made 
inviolable, for they Seal'd 
it with" the Blood of JESUS. Theſe 
0 dir | 
nag'd with that Gravity,” 'Chaftity, a 
Modeſty, and Singing of altns, that he | 
World might ſee, it was a e for a 


| Their Bous Here pen 10 Strange " a8 
well as to their Friends and Neighbours ; 
produce a 
Certificate, that he Was a Practien Chriſti- 
an, he could-not fail of a moſt hearty Wel- 
come. Kim fre was their Badge, and 
he — * would not receive a Brother into his 

becauſe Poor and Ragged, was ei- 
ther forbid the YE of not N to 
come into it. | 


Their Paſtors and Reg oblig d en to 
certain Faſts, but beſides thoſe, of their own 
accord, they chaſten'd themſelves fre- 
quent Abſtinence. In their oh they were 
emaciated 
their 
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cheir dane TY theſe Ri igors, PR their * 
| Falntnefs, | Wearineſs, and Sackeloth and 
Aſhes, feanvd to force Heaven to Pity and 
I.” In ſhort, whatever: was Vo- 
luptious, they hated, and look d upon as un- 
ſulitable to the > Crucify'd ES DUS; and ſo 
impropet for that perf Wiſdom, they 
ald at, that they eee it as an Ene- 
my, and ſhunn'd it like the rankeff Foyſon, 
_ and admitted no more of it but what was 
juſt 'neceſſary for the ſupport of that Life 
the Great Creator han iy gem to ſpend 


Wyo" 


| And though they n never had mud Pa Py- 

thugurus, yet both their Faith and Reſon 

old them, that as the Body waxes ſtronger. 
by the Heath of the Soul, fo the Soul becomes 
more valiant and lively by the death of the 

This made them Conquerors f 

thoſe Pleaſures of the Fleſh, Which in all Ages 


have weakenꝰ d the braveſt Men into Women, 
melted Hearts of Iron, and Seer analy the 
warner Conquerors of the World. 
To ſapprefs ſuch Satis tions of ez " 
were fo watchful, ſo couragious, » 
Wer that they kem'd Angels 
more than Men, and were actually nearer 
WES; to | whom Un 8 than to the 
In their Lives, 
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tice that ſhe was with Child, till ſhe was 
deliver d; and even then when they 


together, their Thoughts were ſo innocent, 


that they propos d no other end but the Pro- 
creation of Children to be brought up in the 
Fear and Nurture of the LORD. In the 
very Works of their Calling, they would 


ling of CNR Is r, and make Spiritual Ob- 


jects ſo familiar to them, that in their very 
Sleep and Dreams, they rolled in their Ima- 
ination; They were always ready for 
ayer, and holy Ejaculations; and fo ad- 


dicted to the love of Goodneſs, that they 


could not endure a vicious Perſon; and if 
they met with any ſuch in their Aſſemblies, 
did thruſt him out from their Communion, 


and made, it Criminal for any Chriſtian 


either to Eat, or Drink, or Converſe, or 
Talk, or keep Company with him. 


Ihey took particular notice of him, who 

taught any thing contrary to the Doctrine 
of their Paſtors, and no Plague-ſore was 
ſunn'd more, than a new up- ſtart Princi- 


ple. If they heard any thing contrary to the 


aith, deliver'd to the Saints, they either 


4 ſtop'd their Ears, or made haſte to be gone 


from the place, the dangerous Tener was 


| publiſh'd in. Neu Fangles were that „ 
Which their Teachers ſeriouſſy warn'd them 
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againſt ; and the oreat.cha racter of Hereſy 


was, that the Doctrine was New, and un- 
known to the Apoſtles. To continue this 
Purity of Doctrine in their Church, their 


cuſtom Was, to read the Scripture, and hear 


it explain d by their Paſtors in publick Con- 
: bebe ih and though they read it at 


home, they were fearful to explain any 
thing, but What they had heard their Paſtors 


explain in publick before, and according to 
their Expoſitions, they underſtood theſe - 


Oracles. 


It was 4 very common thing in thoſs. 
Days, both for Laymen and Clergmen to 
learn the Bible without Book; and many of 


them had the Word ſo ready, that nothing 


could befall them, but they had a Plaiſter or 


Medicine ready from that inexhauſtible 


Treaſury. From hence their Souls got more 


than ordinary Strength and Nouriſhment, 
and their Minds receivd that vivacity and 
quickneſs, that it gave Life even to theit 


Bodies, ſtarv'd almoſt through Watching, 
Faſting, and other voluntary Fenalties. 


Of their Teachers they were fo obſervant, 


that without them they would begin no- 
thing, and go no where without their Let- 


ters of Recommendation. Without their 


Advice, they would not Marry, nor do any 
thing conliderable in their civil Affairs withe. 
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45 them ſo; ſo they t 5 
Fo: ations to conſule them upor 5 
cafions was the ſtronger. Tbeſe they re- 
ceiv'd into their Houſes, as the Saints. % old 


did Angels, with joy and os: ; and 
whenever they met them, though upon the 


Road, or in the Streets, they would fall ; 
down and kiſs their, Feet, and refuſe ta ri 


till they had given them their Bleſſing 
Benediction; to which Bleſſing they fai 


o'r roſe us and ſo parted ys . 


Tpbey chought it no mall Happi &fs to 
lodge their Paſtors at their Houſes; —.— 
they had 2 they beliey'd they. had got 
ſome good Spirit in their Houſes, and with 
beg pray d, and hop d, that now Lace 
8 rs could not miſearry, w Whey Joy 

with the Incenſe of thoſe, who ha goed 
mov*d Gop to be mercifull to a whale Con- 

tion. For this reaſon, they were de · 

to entertain Pious Mea i in general, to 
do them good, and to relieve them, as they 
did their Pomatticks, for they ht tho 
Preſence of ſuch Men a Bleſſing to their Fa- 
milies, and a Protection from inounerable 


85 Evik, that might other wiſe befall hem. 


From che Unit) and Praceablonels of "OY 


| Teachers it yu that the Chriſtians then, 
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Love they bore one to — 
them to over - look thoſe Diſſe 
rences; and though they vary d in ſome dus 
ward Acts of Worſhip, yet their Affection 


R 
profane the Prayers of the Church, as to pre- 

flent themſelwes there with the reſt ofthe AC 
E ſembly. So great was the Dread of Go p's 5 
VMMulajeſty in thoſe Days, that even à deſperate 5 
3 Onder was afraid to take Go p' Cove- : 
* Haft in his Mouth, while he hated to be re- 
b 


ng - - * . 9 * . * * 
* A - Y ig SY OM 7.3 * 
\ Py bs i * renn "Wet wept ” 999 * 1: af 9 p 
2 £4 . ; * 
FTE * * *4 
3 af * OS | 


— — - — _ — — 
* —- — — — — * — — os o = —— 4 
* * 9 * y « Je " < Us * 
——³ ht an * E o — * 
. 
4 


_ 
— 
2 


— 


ks 
74% 1, 
; * i 


, 


Their meeting or coming together to 
Pray, they eſteem'd a thing ſo Sacred, that 
4 | no Frowns, no Thunders, no Threatnings 
9 N of Tyrants could make them for bear it; and 
I being conſcious of their Innocence, they juſt- 
118 7 ly thought, their Enemies might by their 
Authority ſorbid, but could not with any 
oeolour of Reaſon prohibit: their Aſſemblies. 
II! hbis made them flock to their Oratories, 
though it was Death to go; and Parents 
with their Children would run, though the 
next news they were like to hear, Was, Chri- 
ſtianos ad Leones, Throw thaſe Dogs to the Lions. 
Though they were thruſt into Mines and 
Priſons, yet — would find opportunities to 
Pray, and Celebrate the Communion toge- 
ther; for ſome of their Brethren that knew' 
of their Diſtreſs, flockd to them; and the 
firſt thing they did together; was laying force 
on Heaven with their Tears and Prayers; 
for indeed, it was Death to them not to joyn 
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Witk their Fellow-Chriſtians in Supplicati-- 
ons, and ſtrong Cries; for though they were 3 
very diligent in this Duty in their private. 1 
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3 | yet they took no Pray ne * 
| weighty or prevalent, as thoſe that were 
offer inn 3 


Tbe Days th inted for pußlick 
Prayer, were the l. ba js 4d for pubic 
riesof their Martyrs, and aneſasy and Fri- 
&ay of every Week, on which two Days they 
had their tations, and faſted, and humbled. 
themſelves — Almigh ty G OD; bag 
their Yigils at Night, h they thoug 
ſinful to 3 without Prayer, an Celia. 
tions of Gar's Goodneſsa Holinels: Strange 
S , for the Houſe of Gop, and 

Wat Earth cannot for 
at So 
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complain in a Letter to his Friend, —. 4 
it went to him to be deprivd fol oppor- 
tunities of meeting his 14 5 — on the uſual 
Feſtivals; and this he profeſſes was infinitely 
inore troubleſome to him, than to be 1 
from his Nati ve home, or to live upon Bread 
and Water, or to lie on the cold W 


to Gy other inconyeniencies. | 


Children, og had 5 Raped, 0 
come and * * * 
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vild, and ſometimes puniſpd 
er they went on, and 1 as fin- 


| " begs of their Nals to 70 up | hate Prayers 
...._  » or their advancement in the ways of Holi- 
>)... heb, ave 3 themſelves up to their Dire- 
. vernment. So fervent were all 
ſorts of People among them; and they ſeem'd 


Aion and 


. of nothing ſo much, as of exceed- 


one another in redes, and W 


At they us d * Sign of the Croß Wich, 


cannot be pens "Tadeed they made no 


Croſſes of Gold, or Silver, but would croſs 


: their Breaſts, and Foreheads, as a Badge of 


their Profeſſion : and whether they were go- 
or ſtanding, or when they met one an- 

2 * or were to fit down at Table, ot 
to rake their reſt, even in the Streets, and 


Market· places, they would ſign themſelves 
With this Sign, and without this, they ſcarce 
"undertook any thing, the rather, 3 it 
diftinguiſb'd them from the Heathens, and 


was a Teſtimony of their Joy, that they 


were counted worthy to ſuffer Reproach for 
the Name of their wane tht 3 þ 


"Tt is almoſt iert what Coſt FEY be- 


| 5 10 5 upon the Burials of their deceas'd 


Friends; And they were ſo reſolute in it, that 
though their Enemies both yh te and re- 
em for it, 


al to e thoſe _— when dead 2 5 
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E Res dime had. bern 9158 1 9 7 =? 
8 Holy Ghoſt. The care they took to m 3 
* them was ſuch, that the z{rabs £0 38 
got more Mony for their Perfumes 755 * 45 7 

on poor Chriſtians, than of the richer „„ 
gans, ho yet were never Without Incenſe in 
Fre Idol-Temples. Such ' Pains and vm 5 
Se beſtow in performing the Ex "= 
God's Servants; and though they ha 755 » 

AH in the World, yet what they had they _—_— 
were very free of, on ſuch occaſions; for the] ET 
look'd on ſuch Mens Funerals as Prologyes © 1 
to their Eternal Reſt, and this Coſt Was an 1 
Emblem, how much Goo valu'd thoſe Sans 
that died in the Lo x D, and how richly he + 8 

' would crown chem, having run their Race 1 
With Patience. 1 
Io their Princes and Magiſtrates 9 5 "FE 1} 1 
were ever, very ſubmiſſive, and in al lawful 8 
things obedient to a rirtle, In their Prayers 
they always remember'd them, and 5 gu 
they perſecuted and affliged them, yer — 

| did not abate their Zeal, Th Vows for their 
Welfare and. Proſperity.” Rebellion againſt 
their Governors they, bated as Witehersſt., 
and ever thought ! it fafer to ſuffer, kan to 855 .. 
reſſiſt. Hence they paid Tribute With M 

ing; ſor their Opinion Was, thay-no . i 

3 aye that Power, except it Were 
= given him from Above, His Tyranny 99 3 =, 
Pot. make them negleft their Dury,. nor his | | 
il Ger parent tempt — to forget their 
2 9 Allegianee; 
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ance ; , whers the Man was rou gh and 
bearted, that was over n they 
look'd upon the Providence as a Means to 
try their Faith, and even then, when — 
might have reſiſted and 9 
would not, becauſe they thought it was un- 
ible to their n 
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This was to be a Chriſtian; 4a Cline 
- corruptible, yet at the fame time 
with the Hand of Faith graſping Heaven, 
nd the immenſe Glory of Fare and la- 
uring Day and Night, that he ment have 
FE 15 toGop's Miniſter iſter e | 
Roel fr to own Family, Fs | 
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| yet nothing could alter their Reſolutions - 8 * 
continuing Virgins, and ſo they livd, ang 

ſo they died; 4 dhe liv'd to CR 1s, To they * + 
1 15 him; their 2 Was great, and even +. + LO 


then, when Chriftianity began to decay, 


their Lights did ſo ſhine and burn, that they 
were enough to have reviv' d it again into 


its former lor „if Men would but have 


ſet their Examp 5 before them, and afforded | 
them any erious Conſideration, | 2 


Its true, even among theſe Chriftiancin . 
the pureſt Ages, there were divers, that 
their Liyes difgrac'd that noble Religion. But 
theſe were chaſtiz d with very ſeyere Diſci- 
pline, and as lon ng as they were in a ſtate 


> of Sin, were not look'd upon as Chriſtians; 


nor did any Chriſtian, 2 with them. 


If they repented, they were farc d to make 


Near 8 publick, and for ſome 
ears together, to give ſuch Demonſtration 


of it, that the Devil himſelf could not hut ac 


knowledge the ſincerity of it. By Weeping 
and Proſtrating themſelves before Gop's Peo- 


le, and implorin the aſſiſtance of Believer * 
5 5 a hundred mp; nt any they ſought. 


to he reconcil'd to Gop, and to his Church, 


which made the Fathers fay, That the Pe- 


nitent were no Scandals, bur an Ornament 


it lint ee They were in a manner a 
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; Mp? more nend Bellevers, was 1 Harder 


than af their firſt embracingef 5 
vet theft Penitents might truly ſay of them- 


e 1. g. ſelves; as the Spouſe in the Canticles, J am 


Mn 2 1 O0 Daughters of Jer aſalem, 


With this kind of Liſe, the firſt Criſtian: - 


Pn the unbelieying World, Sl, their 
Power and Number q quickly grew 1 
dable, that the Emperors t 

do be ſtartled at their progreſs, and there e 


emſelves hega 


employ'd their Might and Greatneſs to op- 
25 it. To cruſh their towerin Piety, the 
thens ſhew*d them Racks, Flames, Gib- 
bets, Grid-irons, Cauldrons, boylin OyL Li- 


| ons, 'Bears, wild Bulls, and fer be ore them 


the worldly Prudence of Philoſophers, but 


by the Grace and Aſſiſtance of that JES Us, 
, who ftrengthen'd them, they were more un- 
daunted at their Torments, than their Hang. 


men, did fight with' Lions, and ſmile, and 
were more daring than the Flames they ſuf- 
fer d in, firmer than the Racks, that broke 
their Bones, and by their Practiſed ſur- 


mounted all the great Acts that Were ever 


done by Heroes, and the moſt famous Con- 
querors. They overcame Death by 4 deſire 


of Death, andwere more willing to die Than 
their Eiecutioners to ſuffer them.” 


Their 
Blood prow'd the Seed of the Church, and 
the more they Maſſacred, the mote "their 


8 * grew, ell at laſt the Emperors 
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